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General Description of the Course
How do we study what religious persons and communities are doing and saying? What are the ethical issues that might arise in the course of doing such studies? How do we transform what we hear and observe in religious communities into texts through writing?  

The study of Religions is a deeply interdisciplinary field in which students must use theories and methods drawn from many other disciplines in their understanding of the experiences, beliefs, and ritual forms of religious people.  In this course we will learn to apply techniques used in ethnography to the study of lived religious experience.  We will learn how to design research, participate in religious rituals for the purpose of observing and recording religious behavior, ask questions, write field-notes, interpret and transform our primary field observations into ethnographic documents through the use of a variety of writing styles. We will also focus attention on ethical issues that might arise in the course of doing research in religious communities and the appropriate ways of dealing with such issues. Although the course is designed to meet the academic needs of students interested in field research in religious communities students interested in field research in related disciplines will also benefit from taking it.
Course Objectives

Religious traditions are not only integral aspects of cultures. They are “subcultures” or “worlds” themselves. The experiences of religious people can thus be studied through the use of ethnographic methods. At the end of this course students will be familiar with the practical skills they will require to successfully immerse in religious communities or “worlds” in order to understand the experiences of members from their own perspectives. Students will also learn skills in writing and in appraising ethnographies on religious and other related human experiences.
A note on Textbooks and essays
This course is about practical techniques and skills used in studying human communities and how they can be applied in the study of religious communities. The texts and essays on which lectures and class discussions will be based are not necessarily on religious phenomena but a diverse range of human experiences and settings. Students will be expected to glean from these readings insights that they can apply in the study of religious phenomena.
Course Requirements 

Class attendance and participation

There will be short essay tests for graduate students and multiple choice quizzes for undergraduate students after every topic.                                                           

Grading and Evaluation: The progress of students and their understanding of the course material will be determined on the basis of attendance and participation in class discussions, tests and quizzes. Below are the percentage weights: 

Undergraduate students
Attendance and participation: 20%

Multiple choice quizzes- 80% 

Graduate Students
Attendance and participation: 20%

Short Essay Tests: 80%

Course Outline

Please note: This syllabus can be amended as determined by demands of the course.

Week One:  On ethnography and Designing research in Religious Studies- 

Chapters 1&2
Week Two:  Doing research in religious communities-entering, observing, asking questions and establishing and maintaining relationships with members 
Chapters 3, 4,5&6                        
Week Three: Writing what we see and hear---field notes-Chapter 7
Week Four: Analyzing our observations –Chapter 8
Week Five: Writing the text-Chapter 9
Week Six: Ethical issues-Chapter 10        

