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REL 3383
Caribbean Religions

The Caribbean region stands out as one of the world’s most pluralistic religious zones. It is a meeting point of almost all of the world’s religious traditions, with African Derived religious expressions and worldviews providing the underlying frame work that guides religious thought and action. In this course we will learn about these religions and the historical, political and socio-cultural circumstances that have shaped the religious history of the Caribbean region. Our main focus will be on the indigenous religious traditions of the Caribbean, the Caribbean experience with and of Christianity, and the African Derived Caribbean Religious traditions. We will pay particular attention to the histories of these traditions, their beliefs, and ritual forms. This is a historical and socio-anthropological analysis of religion in the Caribbean and for this reason we will draw on conceptual ideas from religious studies, history, sociology and anthropology to help us understand the ‘give and take’ nature of the relationship between religion and society in the Caribbean.

Course Objectives

By the end of this course students

· will know something about the origins (both historical and philosophical) of Caribbean religious expressions.

· will appreciate the plurality, diversity and richness of Religious beliefs and practices of the  Caribbean World

· will understand the role of history, culture and politics in Caribbean religious life and also how religion in turn shapes these dimensions of life.

· will develop the ability to use intellectual tools from history, sociology anthropology, and religious studies to explain the dynamics of religion in Caribbean Societies  

Required Texts 

Book title: The Rastafarians

Author Barrett, Leonard E 

ISBN 0807010391
Publisher: Beacon Press, Boston

Book title: Santeria from Africa to New World: The Dead Sell Memories .

Author Brandon, George

ISBN 025321114X
Publisher: Indiana University Press

Book title: The Faces of the Gods: Vodou and Roman Catholicism in Haiti

Author: Desmangles, Lesley G.

ISBN: 0807843938
Publisher: The University of North Carolina Press

Book title: The Indigenous People of the Caribbean . 

Author: Wilson, Samuel M.

ISBN 0813016924
Publisher: University Press of Florida

(Textbooks are available at FIU book store) 

Readings from these texts may be supplemented with excerpts from other relevant texts. These excerpts will be available to students on the FIU Library’s Electronic Course Reserves. 

These texts include but are not limited to the following:

Asare Opoku Kofi: West African Traditional Religion
Idowu, Bolaji: Olodumare, God in Yoruba Belief
Herskovits : Dahomey, An Ancient African Kingdom
Bisnauth Dale: History of Religions in the Caribbean 

Barnes Sandra: Africa’s Ogun

Rey Terry: Our Lady of Class Struggle
Deren, Maya: The Divine Horsemen 

We will also watch a number of documentary movies on aspects of Caribbean Religion. Titles and times will be announced in class. 

Course Requirements

Attendance and Class Participation

20% percent of your final grade depends on you regular attendance and participation in class discussion. All must attend class regularly and punctually. Only three unexcused absences will go without penalty. Any additional unexcused absence will cause a drop in your final grade. A to an A-, an A- to a B+, etc. Habitual lateness will also impact your grade negatively. If you cannot come to class, let the professor know beforehand via e-mail and explain why.

Note: Attendance will be taken at the beginning of each class.

Expectations

You are all expected to come to class prepared to contribute to discussions on the assigned reading material, and to submit all assignments by their due dates. 


Assignments and Evaluation

Attendance and Class Participation: (20%)

Term Paper (30%)

Two exams (50%) (25% each)

The term paper:

Each student must choose an issue in which he or she has keen interest. This must be on an aspect of Religion in the Caribbean world. The date for the submission of the term paper will be announced in class.
The following rules must guide you in the writing of this paper.

· Your paper should be between 8-10 pages in length.
 

· You should provide references and a bibliography.

· Draw on at least 4 good sources;[some can be primary sources]
 

· Be analytical, that is,  show evidence of your ability to use relevant analytical tools in the exploration of the issue

· Choose a topic you can manage, that is, one that is not too broad and can be   researched easily.

Plagiarism Policy 
Plagiarism is defined as the deliberate use and appropriation of another author’s work without any indication of the source, and the representation of such work as the student's own. Students who do not give credit for ideas, expressions or other materials taken from others sources, including sources from the internet have plagiarized.   

A student will score zero if his or her work is found to be plagiarized. The student may also face disciplinary action for such academic misconduct. 

Midterm Exam (25%)

The midterm exam will be a sit in exam. You will select and answer three out of five essay questions.

Final Exam (25%)

The final exam will also be a sit in exam consisting of the writing of essays in response to three questions chosen out of five.

Exam dates will be announced in Class.

Grading Scale

98-100 A+ “As” are awarded for excellent to exceptional work, free of 
93-97 A technical and stylistic errors, showing sustained thought and
90-92 A- engagement with the material on an impressive academic level.
88-89 B+ “Bs” are awarded for good to very good work, with some
83-87 B occasional errors, but nonetheless clearly indicating a good
80-82 B- grasp of the material and assigned task.
78-79 C+ “Cs” are awarded for average to above average work, meeting 
73-77 C minimal standards but marked with errors and exposing gaps in
70-72 C- student performance and/or fulfillment of the assignment.
68-69 D+ “Ds” are awarded for barely passing to below average work, 
63-67 D usually riddled with errors and seriously deficient in fulfilling
60-62 D- the assignment.
Below 60 F “Fs” are given for unacceptable work.

Class and Lecture Schedule

Week 1 
Class introduction, Course overview, a discussion on some relevant analytical concepts in Caribbean Religious Studies. 

Week 2: The indigenous People of the Caribbean and their Religious traditions

Readings:  Bisnauth (handout); Wilson 80-87, 140-153, 169-175
Week 3:The Christian Church: Role in Transatlantic Slave Trade and Colonial Culture.
[ Reading : Bisnauth (handout) Rey (handout); Brandon 37-55; Desmangles 17-59.] 

Week 4:The Christian Church and Transatlantic Slave/Colonial culture contd.
Week 5:The Afro Caribbean Religions- 
African Foundations of Caribbean Religious Culture-[religion and life of communities in pre-slavery west Africa]Readings: Brandon, 9-31; Bolaji Idowu[on line]- Asare Opoku Kofi [on line]
Week 6: 
Voodoo: its origins, history and Development in Haiti [Reading : Desmangles, 131-181; Rey (handout)] 

Week 7: 
Vodoo: Cosmology and Ritual [Reading : Desmangles, 60-169]
Week 8: 
Santeria –history, cosmology, and rituals [Reading : Brandon 79-185.  Extra readings will be announced in class].
Week 9 
Health and healing in African Derived Caribbean Religions [class discussion] 
The place of music, drumming and dance in Vodoo [ Readings to be announced in class].
Week 10: 
Rastafarianism: History and Development [Reading: Barrett 1-101] 

Week 11 
Rastafarianism: Belief and Ritual [Reading: Barrett 103-145]. 

Week 12
Caribbean Hinduism, [Readings to be announced in Class]
Week 13
Fundamentalist Christianity in the Caribbean [Readings to be announced in Class]
Week 14 
Caribbean Religions in the USA [Readings to be announced in Class]  

Week 15
Review
