Religious Studies Department

Religion: Analysis and Interpretation

REL 2011 SPRING 2008

SYLLABUS

GENERAL INFORMATION 

Instructor: Juan Jennis Sánchez-Soler 

Mon., Wed. and Fri. 1:00-1:50 pm

Office Hours: DM 301 B; Mon. & Wed. TBA 

E-mail: jsanc033@fiu.edu (Please write “REL 2011” on subject field.)  

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This particular section of REL 2011 will strongly focus on the area of ethics and liberation spiritualities in world religions. Yet, we will also cover general historical and doctrinal data for each of the main traditions.  

1) Our first unit consists of a general introduction to the field of Religious Studies, its interdisciplinary nature and some elements that distinguish our approach from confessional studies of religion. This portion serves as our theoretical foundation; it will provide concepts, terminology and analytical tools that must be applied throughout the course. 

2) As a background and context for the main themes of the class, students will be presented with a general survey of the main world religions. 

3) Our particular focus in this section of REL 2011 will be the area of ethics in and between the religions. We will explore the relationship between themes such as spirituality, ethics, politics, justice, human and civil rights, mysticism, resistance, liberation, ecumenism, dialogue, global transformations.      

3) Students will read materials about or by key religious figures of the twentieth century who have been committed to struggles for justice, global peace, human rights, ecumenism, and the renewal of mystical traditions.  

4) The course also exposes students to a selection of artistic expressions (to be presented in power point along with the content). The instructor will briefly comment on these, in order to point to time-space particularities of individual works and avoid a-historical generalizations. The artistic dimension of religions, thus, will be an integral part of the course, but students will have no readings on this (implication: attendance is crucial).     

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

Upon successful completion of the course, students will:

1) Demonstrate a basic understanding of Religious Studies as an academic field, its interdisciplinary nature and the multiple perspectives that inform it (to be developed in an essay). 

2) Demonstrate basic historical and doctrinal knowledge of the world's religions. That is, be able to identify outstanding people, practices, texts, dates, movements, trends, periods, concepts, and particularities of each world religion (to be tested in the 2 objective exams and quizzes).  
3) Account for the internal diversity within traditions, plurality of views and changes across time and territory (to be assessed in an essay). 

4) Get acquainted with key religious figures of the twentieth century who were committed to struggle for justice and world peace, and to develop their own position vis-à-vis the question of religions and justice/peace (essay, additional reading allotted to the student or group, and a Friday presentation).   

5) Demonstrate critical skills and adequate standards of college writing.

6) Contribute to the learning process of the class at large (presentation and preparation of a study tool [list of definitions, timeline, glossary, etc] to be shared with the other students).    


TEXTS   

Hans Küng
Tracing the Way: Spiritual Dimensions of the World Religions 

London & New York: Continuum, 2002. 

ISBN: 0 8264 5683 9 (hardcover) or 0 8264 7122 6 (paperback)

Thomas Merton

Gandhi on Non-Violence: A Selection from the Writings of Mahatma Ghandhi Edited with an Introduction by Thomas Merton.

New York: New Directions, 1981.

ISBN: 0 8112 0097 3 (paperback)

Short selections from The Future is Mestizo by Virgilio Elizondo (electronic book in FIU library)

Short selections from The Silent Cry by Dorothee Soelle (in electronic reserve) 

Additional materials (short selections) will be downloaded from the web pages of UNESCO (http://portal.unesco.org) and the Nobel Prize Foundation (http://nobelprize.org)

Note: You can get the two required books at very low cost online. You may use any edition.  

GRADING CRITERIA 

Essay 1 = 10%  

Essay 2 = 20%  

Essay 2 = 20%

Midterm = 20% 

Final = 20%

Presentation = 5% 

Preparation of a study tool for the class (to be assigned) = 5%  

Total = 100% 

GRADING SCALE 

94-100
     A
       87-89     B+
77-79     C+
     67-69     D+
0-59 F


90-93
     A-
       83-86     B
73-76     C
     63-66     D

       80-82     B-
70-72     C-
     60-62     D-

GORDON RULE REQUIREMENT  

This course fulfills the Gordon Rule requirement. These requirements have changed. The expectations for college writing according to the new Gordon Rule, are specified in the following guidelines:

Quantity: Students have to present at least 3 written works.

Quality: These 3 papers must demonstrate “college level writing skills”. According to FIU, all written work at this level must: 

-Have a clear thesis or controlling idea

-Have a thesis supported with adequate reasons and evidence

-Be organized clearly and logically

-Show sustained analysis and critical thought

-Show knowledge of conventions of standard written English

-Show awareness of disciplinary conventions in regard to content, style, form, and delivery method

EXAMS  

There will be two non-cumulative objective exams (midterm and final) on course data covered in class and covered in Küng’s text.

No make-up exams.  

PRESENTATIONS

Starting on January Friday 18th, and every Friday thereafter, students will do oral presentations on key religious leaders.    

Guidelines for presentations will be discussed during the first meeting.

ESSAYS 

Students will write 3 essays. 

All written work must be typed, double-spaced, and in 12 point font. Citing should follow MLA format. Papers must be submitted by the deadline. Late work will result in the reduction of half a letter grade per day, unless arrangements with professor were made prior to deadline.

Assessment of your essay will be based on three different elements: Content, style, and research.  

Content refers to the information in your paper. Is it correct? Is it detailed? Do you 

demonstrate basic knowledge of the subject? 

Style refers to how that information is presented. This includes the way the information is 

organized and language skills such as spelling, grammar, and proper sentence structure. 

Guidelines for the level of research required are specific to each assignment. 

For the essays you must do some library research. You must be able to determine whether your sources are reputable and academically authoritative, especially if you get them online (i.e. a professor, a scholar, or a professional organization). Sources other than websites are preferred (books or articles in academic journals). 

Wikipedia is not an authorized source! You may find it useful to start getting acquainted with a given subject, but then you must proceed to back up the information with more solid sources.  

For the new Gordon Rule guidelines, please refer to the section “Gordon Rule Requirement”. 

Further instructions for the essays will be given on the first week of class.

COURSE POLICIES 

Late Papers will be downgraded 3/100 points per late day.

Plagiarism will not be tolerated. Plagiarism falls into three different categories: 1) A written work that is entirely stolen from another source; 2) Using quotations from another source without properly citing them; and 3) Paraphrasing from another source without proper citations. 

Students are expected to understand the definition of plagiarism. See the University Code of Academic Integrity at http://www.fiu.edu/~oabp/misconductweb/2codeofacainteg.htm if you need further clarification. Offenders will receive a grade of F for the plagiarized assignment, and possibly the course.

Students must check their emails for announcements.

The order of the material in the course calendar may change, but in that case, I will inform you in advance.  

TENTATIVE COURSE CALENDAR (subject to change at the instructor’s discretion)

	DAY
	THEME
	READINGS AND ASSIGNMENTS

	Jan. Mon. 7th
	- Syllabus

- Orientation for assignments 

- Introduction to Religious Studies
	

	Jan. Wed. 9th
	- Introduction to religious studies 

- The study of ethics in world religions (our focus) as a subset of the field 

- “Discovery” of the world religions and colonialism 
	Introduction to the study of religion (hand out will be emailed to the class)

Küng’s preface

Hans Küng: The Parliament of the World’s Religions: Declaration Toward a Global Ethic. (http://weltethos.org/dat_eng/index5_e.htm)

	Jan. Fri. 11th
	- Class discussion based on take home exercise: What is Religion?

- Pachakuti: The underside of history 
	Küng: I Indigenous Religions

	Jan. Mon. 14th 

Drop/Add Period ends; last day to drop courses or withdraw from the University without incurring a financial liability. 
	Lecture: - African Diaspora and syncretism 

Popular Catholicism and syncretism (among the peoples of Amerindian descent)

- The formation of a world Christianity

- Missionaries in the Americas (16th and 17th cent.) 

- Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz and the barroque
	Selections from Virgilio Elizondo: The Future is Metizo.

Selections from Miguel León-Portilla: The Vision of the Vanquished.



	Jan. Wed. 16th
	Documentary on the effects of globalization
	Reports on world poverty (to be downloaded)

	Jan. Fri 18th 


	Presentations
	

	Jan. Mon. 21st
	Martin Luther King Holiday (University Closed).
	NO CLASS

	Jan. Wed. 23rd
	Lecture: - Religion and justice in the 20th century: civil and human rights, peace, poverty, ecumenism.

- Key leaders
	Pope John XXIII: “Pacem in Terris” (http://www.vatican.va/)

	Jan. Fri. 25th 


	Presentations 


	ESSAY 1 DUE

	Jan. Mon. 28th
	Hinduism
	Küng: II Hinduism

	Jan. Wed. 31st
	Gandhi
	Merton: Introduction

Biographical essay on Gandhi (electronic reserve)

	Feb. Fri. 1st 
Last day to withdraw from the University with a 25% refund of tuition.
	Presentations


	

	Feb. Mon. 4th
	Ahimsa and Satyagraha
	Ghandi on Non-Violence (sections one and two)

	Feb. Wed. 6th
	Ahimsa and Satyagraha
	Gandhi on Non-Violence (sections three, four and five)

	Feb. Fri. 8th 


	Presentations


	

	Feb. Mon. 11th
	Chinese Religion


	Küng: II Chinese Religion 



	Feb. Wed. 13th 


	Buddhism
	Küng: III Buddhism

	Feb. Fri. 15th 


	Presentations


	

	Feb. Mon 18th 


	Socially engaged Buddhism

Buddhist tolerance

Zen in the West
	

	Feb. Wed. 20th
	SUMMARY 
	SUMMARY

	Feb. Fri. 22nd
	MIDTERM EXAM
	MIDTERM EXAM

	Feb. Mon. 25th
	The concept of ethical monotheism
	Küng: V Judaism

	Feb. Wed. 27th
	Judaism
	

	Feb. Fri. 29th


	Presentations


	ESSAY 2 DUE

	Mar. Mon. 3rd 


	Judaism
	

	Mar. Wed. 5th  


	Early Christianity
	Küng: VI Christianity

	Mar.  Fri. 7th

	Presentations
	

	Mar. Mon. 10th  
(Mar. Tue. 11th Last day to drop a course with a DR grade/ Last day to withdraw from the University with a WI grade.)


	Christian Monasticism
	

	Mar. Wed. 12th 


	World Christianity
	

	Mar. Fri. 14th 


	Presentations
	

	Mar. Mon. 17th 

Spring Break


	SPRING BREAK
	SPRING BREAK

	Mar. Wed. 19th 
Spring Break 


	SPRING BREAK
	SPRING BREAK

	Mar. Fri. 21st 
Spring Break 


	SPRING BREAK
	SPRING BREAK

	Mar. Mon. 24th 


	Islam
	Küng: VII Islam

	Mar. Wed. 26th 


	Islam
	

	Mar. Fri. 28th 


	Presentations
	

	Mar. Mon. 31st  
	Analysis of the ecumenical dimension of Sufi poetry
	Selection of poems sent via email

	Apr. Wed. 2nd 


	Women and religion
	Christine Gudorf (electronic reserve or Jstor)

	Apr. Fri. 4th

	Presentations


	

	Apr. Mon. 7th
	Fundamentalism
	

	Apr. Wed. 9th
	Liberation Theology
	

	Apr. Fri. 11th
	Presentations
	ESSAY 3 DUE

	Apr. Mon. 14th 
	Liberation Theology
	

	Apr. Wed. 16th 
Last class
	SUMMARY
	SUMMARY

	Apr. Fri. 18th 
Study day
	STUDY DAY
	STUDY DAY

	Apr. Mon. 21st 

Final exam


	FINAL EXAM
	FINAL EXAM


