FIU DEPARTMENT OF RELIGIOUS STUDIES
Liberation Theology
Spring  2008
Instructor: Gregory Pope

Tu: 12:30 – 1:45 PM

Email: popegb@fiu.edu
Text:

Albert Nolan, Jesus Before Christianity
Joanne Carlson Brown and Carole R. Bohn, Christianity Patriarchy, and Abuse: A Feminist Critique  
James H. Cone, God of the Oppressed
Course Objectives:

**Students will be able to identify the relationship between historical change and change in religious beliefs and practices.

**Students will be able to identify the functions of religion and theology in different socio-political contexts. 

**Students will be able to comprehend the dangers inherit in a “Universal Theology”.
**Students will be able to construct a competent argument for why certain communities have chosen to risk the dangers inherent in particular religions.

Course Regulations and Procedures:

1) If late arrivals become disruptive or frequent, the professor reserves the right to turn away those who arrive more than five minutes late.
2) Make-up tests are possible at the convenience of the instructor if the arrangements for the make-up are made within 24 hours of the scheduled test. Make-up tests will be different tests (not the same one given to the class), and, due to the nature of test making, tend to be slightly more difficult than the original test.
3) No extra work will be accepted to compensate for low grades in the regular course work, or for missed work.
4) Late papers will be debited one letter grade for each class day late.
5) The grading scale is:
A = 94 - 100




25% ….. Research Paper

A-  = 90 - 93




25% ….. Exams

      B+ = 88 - 89






B   = 83 - 87





B-  = 80 - 82




                 
C+ = 78 - 79

C   =  73 - 77

C-  =  70 - 72

D+ =  68 - 69

D   =  63 - 67

D-  = 60 - 62

F    =   0 – 59

Assignments:
   There will be two tests, a mid-term and a final exam (not cumulative), a paper proposal and the research paper written from that proposal. 

   The procedure will be as follows:

Proposal and Research Paper.

Choose a movement for liberation and show how theology is invoked; write a proposal to be submitted to the professor on or before the date indicated in the syllabus. This research paper proposal has three parts: a one sentence thesis (the conclusion the paper will defend/prove), the outline of a variety of arguments supporting the thesis, and a bibliography. (A rule of thumb is that the total number of book references in the bibliography should equal the number of pages in the paper, or two article references for each page in the paper, so that this ten to twelve page paper would require roughly 8-10 books, or sixteen to twenty articles, or a combination).
    The 8-10 pp. research paper should include an additional title page, the  notes (either footnotes or end notes – not in-text notes) and a bibliography, using preferably (but not mandatory) the Chicago Manual of Style, guidelines from which are at the end of this syllabus. All papers must be typed in a dark print. Spelling, grammar, punctuation and proper style, as well as research and organization, will be considered in assigning the grade. (You will be graded on Organization and Structure, Argument, and Style, and each one will be worth one third of the final grade for the paper.) 
   Papers should utilize at least primary subheads, and should have foot – or endnotes, in addition to a bibliography. The bibliography should be the last page in your paper. All quotations over three lines long should be indented 5 spaces on each side and single spaced, and all quotations must be referenced in a note. Failure to follow these manuscript guidelines will result in a lowered grade, regardless of the content quality of the paper.               

Plagiarism is defined as “literary theft” and consist of the unattributed quotation of the exact words of a published text, or the unattributed borrowing of original ideas by paraphrase from a published text. On written papers for which the student employs information gathered from book, articles or oral sources, each direct quotation, as well as ideas and facts that are not generally known to the public at large, or the form, structure or style of a secondary source must be attributed to its author by means of the appropriate citation procedure. Only widely known facts and thoughts and observations original to the student do not require citations. However, avoid excessive citation. If a section of your paper (a paragraph or longer) relies on a single source already identified, do not put notes after each sentence, but cite the source for the whole paragraph. 
   Examinations: Both midterm and final exams will be a combination of multiple choice, fill in the blank, matching, and essay questions. The final examination is not cumulative—it covers only material from the second half of the semester. 

   Attendance and Participation: A percentage of your final grade is influenced by your attendance and class participation. Also, some material will inevitably be covered in class that is not to be in the textbooks so that each absence negatively affects your ability to do well on the tests. Your grade will be lowered a letter if you have more than four unexcused absences. 

   Internet: You are encouraged to use the Internet - although, you must be careful and thoughtful when interpreting the data found on the web sites. (Remember, two Internet sources are needed for each page.) You can find related information for citing sources and research papers at web-site: www.wisc.edu/writing/ Handbook/DocChicago.html  

DUE DATES OF ASSIGNMENTS

January
08
Video



10
Nolan, Part One, Catastrophe



15
Nolan, Part Two, Praxis


17
Nolan, Part Three, Good News
22
Nolan, Part Four, Confrontation
24
Nolan, Part Four, Confrontation

29
Exam 

31
Brown and Bohn, Chap. 1 
February
05
Brown and Bohn, Chap. 2 (Research Proposal Due)

07
Brown and Bohn, Chap. 3

12
Brown and Bohn, Chap. 4

14
Brown and Bohn, Chap. 5


19
Brown and Bohn 6 (Research Paper Due)

21
Brown and Bohn, Chap.
 7


26
Brown and Bohn, Chap. 8

28
Brown and Bohn, Chap. 9
March
04  
Brown and Bohn, Chap. 10


06
Exam


11
Cone, Chap. 1

13
Cone, Chap. 2

25
Cone, Chap. 3

27
Cone, Chap. 4
April
01
Cone, Chap. 5

03
Cone, Chap. 6

08
Cone, Chap. 7


10
Cone, Chap. 8  

15
Cone, Chap. 9


17
Cone, Chap. 10
Final to be announced

