Religion 3380, U01 Pfeiffer Native American Religions

Monday-Wednesday-Friday, Web Assisted (Online 1)


This course is an overview of North America’s indigenous peoples, the tribal cultures known as American Indians/Native Americans. We examine their practices of spirituality and ceremony that relate to the foundations of the sacred, Mother Earth, and other aspects of tribal lifestyles; in particular, we will consider the tribal culture of South Florida groups, past and present. Another aspect of the course looks at the US Government’s treatment of tribal peoples and the laws that kept them from protecting their cultural identify and their ritual practices. Finally, we investigate the impact of tribal ecological teachings. 


Course requirements: 5 (five) quizzes-10%; attendance and participation-10%; midterm-30%; final exam-30%; research paper-20%. All individual reading assignments, quizzes and examinations, and discussions will be posted and conducted online. The paper (topic of choice from the course material) is due on April 16. Information for the academic paper is posted online. 

Required Texts: 


1) Patsy West, The Enduring Seminoles from Alligator Wrestling to Ecotourism, Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 1998, ISBN 0-8130-1633-9


2) William A. Young, Quest for Harmony, Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing, 2002, ISBN 13: 978-0-87220-861-2 or ISBN 10: 0-87220-861-3


3) Huston Smith, A Seat at the Table, Berkeley, University of California Press, 2006 ISBN 0-520-24439-7 (Hardback) or ISBN 13: 978-0-520-24439-9 

4) Larry J. Zimmerman and Brian Leigh Molyneaux, Native North America, Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1996, ISBN 0-8061-3286-8

Week 1 (Jan 7-11): Introduction to Tribal America

Weeks 2-7: Regional divisions- Northeast Woodlands, Southern groups, Plains tribes, the Great Basin, the Southwest, California, the Pacific Northwest, the Sub-Artic and Artic regions

Weeks 8-10 Special topics: The Ghost Dance, The Native American Church, The Mound Builders, Drumming and dancing, Death rituals

Week 11: Spring Break

Week 12: The Healers: shamanic practices, plants and healing

Week 13: Tribal councils and US legal systems

Week 14: South Florida tribal peoples, past and present

Week 15 (last week of class): South Florida tribal peoples, past and present
