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Learn to do good,




One thing only do I teach; Suffering—its 
Seek justice, 





causes and the way to overcome them.  
Rescue the oppressed,





Gautama Buddha
Defend the orphan,

Plead for the widow. 
Isaiah 1:17
This is a theology which does not stop with reflecting upon the world, but rather tries to be part of the process through which the world is transformed.  It is a theology which is open—in the protest against trampled human dignity, in the struggle against the plunder of the vast majority of the people, in liberating love, and in the building of a new, just, and fraternal society—to the gift of the Kingdom of God.








Father Gustavo Gutierrez

Course Overview
Arising primarily out of the Vatican II Ecumenical Council (1962-1965) and first taking root in Latin America, Liberation Theology is a social action religious movement that is concerned with the people of the margin; all those who are marginalized victims of oppression.  This course will examine the origins of 20th Century Liberation Theology and its relevance to the 21st Century.  It will explore some of the religious precursors of the concern for the poor and oppressed through the words and ideas of some of the world’s greatest spiritual leaders.  It will cover the major Liberation Theology Movements that have emerged, including: Feminist Theology, Black Theology, Womanist Theology (African American Feminist), Mujerista Theology (Latina Feminist), Minjung Theology (Korean), Islamic Feminist Theology, and Pan-Asian Feminist Theology.  The movement will be studied from theological, historical, sociological, economic, and socio-political perspectives.  

Course Texts

In addition to handouts there are three shorter books that students will read in this course, and one that is strongly recommended for your written paper.

· Introducing Liberation Theology by Leonardo Boff and Clodovis Boff
· Introducing Womanist Theology by Stephanie Mitchem
· Mujerista Theology by Ada Maria Asasi Diaz
· Recommended: MLA (Modern Language Association) Handbook 

Course Objectives
By the end of this course, the successful student will be able:

· To understand the origins and history of the religious concern for the poor and the oppressed.

· To have a working knowledge of the various forms of oppression, and the social theory of the center and the margin as it applies to oppressed people.

· To comprehend the underlying history, principles and concepts of Liberation Theology.

· To differentiate the several paths of Liberation Theology as it applies to different oppressed groups.

· To appreciate the survival difficulties of the poor and oppressed, and the real world obstacles in bringing about social awareness and change, through a hands on project experience,.

· More knowledgeably discuss the societal impact of oppression and its effect on her/his own personal values.
Requirements, Assignments and Grading

1. Regular attendance and punctuality are expected by all.  Up to three absences will go without penalty.  Each additional absence beyond that will cause a drop of one rung on the final grading scale; i.e. A to A-, A- to B+, and so on.  Perfect attendance will be rewarded by one rung higher.

2. It is the student’s responsibility to be attentive, respectful, keep up with the work, and hand in assignments on time.  Cell phones must be turned off during class.

3. If a student is having any difficulties with the assignments, readings, papers, tests, punctuality, or attendance they should speak to the professor before it becomes a problem.  Good communication will lead to a good resolution of the issue.

4. Plagiarism is the theft of someone else’s intellectual property: their ideas, theories, concepts, opinions or words.  This will not be tolerated and will cause the guilty student to possibly fail the class and be reported to the Office of Academic Affairs.  Whenever a student is unsure as to what constitutes plagiarism, they are encouraged to consult their professor.

5. All assignments must be turned in on the day that they are due.
6. Assignments and Grading: 
a. Three Tests (12% Each Test): Multiple Choice, Matching, True/False, Short Essay
b. Students will complete one 1500 word research paper (20%)
i. This paper will include an experiential component in which the student will visit a program or center that deals with oppressed people and interview its staff.  Examples include: homeless shelters; battered women’s shelters; programs for poor mothers and children; immigrant asylum programs; services to the poor; programs for abused and neglected children; rape/sexual assault programs; certain labor unions; church programs for the poor; programs targeted for specific oppressed ethnic/cultural groups (e.g. Haitians, Native Americans or Hispanics); and so on.

ii. The academic research aspect of the paper will delve into the area they have chosen to explore.  For example, if they are looking at domestic violence, they would research the areas of Feminist, Womanist, and/or Mujerista Theology that address this issue.

iii. There will be a minimum of four references.  No encyclopedias or dictionaries, and only one reference from the Internet (except for full text professional journal articles, newspaper/magazine feature articles, and books from Internet library sources) are allowed.  You must do some actual library research for your research papers.  
b. Students will complete one smaller paper: a 500 word paper (12%) will be on the in-class movie, Romero, based upon the ministry and martyrdom of Archbishop Romero of El Salvador.  Explain, discuss and analyze the themes of the movie, the spiritual and religious traditions, and how the story affected you.  Don’t retell the story for me.  Analyze!
c. Students are placed in teams who will work together on a specific in-class project.  The in-class project (20%) will involve a real life scenario.  The student team will be given a specific role and situation to resolve.  Following the principles of Liberation Theology, they will develop a plan of action that meets the worldly and religious needs of the people involved.

d. Class and Team Participation and Attendance (12% Total)

e. Extra Credit

i. 500 word Extra Credit Paper (2%): Describe an issue of oppression you or someone you know experienced, and how you/they handled it.  What was its impact on you/them?
ii. 500 word biography Extra Credit Paper (2%) of a major figure in Liberation Theology.  Must use correct MLA format for citing/referencing sources.

iii. Weekly Team Interest Items (1%)

Guidelines for Writing and Research

1.   Your grade on all papers will consist of three equal parts: Organization and Structure, Style, and Argument.  Organization and Structure refers to solid introduction (with thesis statement), building of argument and points, and finishing with a sound conclusion.  Style refers to how well you write: grammar, sentence structure, word usage, including use of interesting and varied words and phrasing.  Argument refers to how well you logically build your case and follow the FIRES model (Facts, Incidents, Reasoning/Rationale, Examples, and Statistics).  FIRES makes for a more interesting paper in which you back up your points with specific examples and facts.
2.   While there is a wealth of sound research information at your disposal on the Internet, there is a greater deal of dubious material, so please be discerning.  Acceptable authorship includes individual experts, educational institutions (e.g. Institute of Reformation History, Stanford University), publicly supported national or international institutes (e.g. World Health Organization), and other well-known institutions with solid reputations (e.g. World Council of Churches).

3.  For your papers you will use the Modern Language Association (MLA) format and style, specifically the parenthetical referencing format for research paper citations.
Class and Reading Schedule
Part I: Understanding Liberation Theology
T  1/8

Lesson: Course Introduction and Overview



A World of Destitution

Reading for Next Class: Chapter 1 Boff

R  1/10

Lesson: Defining the Poor and Oppressed


Reading for Next Class: Chapter 2 Boff
T  1/15

Lesson: Levels of Liberation Theology



Reading for Next Class: Chapter 3 Boff 
R  1/17

Doing Liberation Theology



Reading for Next Class: Chapter 4 Boff

Part II: Social Concerns and Historical Origins
T  1/22

Lesson: Key Liberation Theology Themes 


Reading for Next Class: Chapter 5 Boff

R  1/24

Lesson: Vatican II and Latin America

T   1/29
Lesson: Origins of Concerns for the Oppressed

R  1/31

Lesson: Classic and Medieval Ages Concerns for the Oppressed


Reading for Next Class: Chapter 6 Boff

T  2/5
Lesson: The Center and the Margin

Economics of Liberation and Marxism


R  2/7
Project Due: Test I 

Part III: Latin American Liberation

T  2/12
Movie: Romero
R  2/14
Lesson: Latin American Liberation
T  2/19

Lesson: Introduction to Team Projects
Project Due: Movie Paper (500 Words)
R  2/21

Lesson: Base Ecclesial Communities


Reading for Next Class: Chapter 1-2 Mitchem

Part IV: Black Theology

T 2/26

Lesson: History of Black Theology


Movie: Mighty Times


Reading for Next Class: Chapter 3 Mitchem
R  2/28

Lesson: Black Theology Today


Reading for Next Class: Chapter 4 Mitchem
Part V: Feminist Theology

T  3/4

Lesson: History of Feminist Theology
Reading for Next Class: Chapter 5 Mitchem

R 3/6

Lesson: Feminist Theology Today


Reading for Next Class: Chapter 6-7 Mitchem

T 3/11

Lesson: Womanist Theology


Reading for Next Class: Chapter 1-3, Isasi-Diaz
R  3/13

Project Due: Test II


Reading for Next Class: Chapter 4-6, Isasi-Diaz

3/17-3/22 
Spring Break Holiday (No Classes)
T 3/25

Lesson: Interim Report on Team Projects
R  3/27

Lesson: Mujerista Theology II


Reading for Next Class: Chapter 7-8, Isasi-Diaz
T  4/1
Lesson: Mujerista Theology III

Reading for Next Class: Chapter 9-10, Isasi-Diaz

R  4/3
Lesson: Mujerista Theology IV

Reading for Next Class: Chapter 2 (Wielenga)

Part VI: Theology of the Far East and the Middle East

T  4/8
Lesson: Korean Minjung Theology
Project Due: Research Paper (1500 Words)


Reading for Next Class: Handout

R  4/10

Lesson: Asian Feminism


Oral Presentations of Team Projects



Reading for Next Class: Chapter 7 Boff


Project Due: Extra Credit Papers

T  4/15

Lesson: Islamic Feminism


Oral Presentations of Team Projects

R  4/17

Lesson: Oral Presentations of Team Projects
M-F  4/21-26
Final Exam Week: Test III: Final Exam
