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By Appointment

In a sacred manner



All of Creation is With the Living.

I live.





All of Creation can Feel the tender kiss.

To the heavens




All of Creation is Learning.

I gazed.





All of Creation Learns of Beauty.

In a sacred manner I live.


We are Evolving Beings.

My horses





Ancient Zero Chiefs Song
Are many.

Lakota Song

Course Overview
This course introduces students to the academic study of religion and explores several of the major Eastern and Western religious traditions, both ancient and contemporary, including Shamanism, Native American, Taoism, Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity and Islam.  Religious beliefs, rituals and practices are studied from historical, psychological, sociological, anthropological and archeological perspectives, which will assist in shedding light on the overall meaning of religion within the context of human existence.

Course Texts

In addition to handouts, there are two books that students will read in this course, and one that is required for your research papers.

· Religions of the World, 10th edition, by Lewis M. Hopfe and Mark R. Woodward
· Muhammad: A Biography of the Prophet,  by Karen Armstrong
· MLA (Modern Language Association) Handbook 

Course Objectives
By the end of this course, the successful student will be able:

· To reflect critically upon the nature of the divine and the nature of religion.

· To give a basic overview of the origins, functions, types of and definitions of religion.

· To appreciate the early bases and origins of religion among Native Peoples and Shamanic cultures.

· To understand the key underlying beliefs and principles of the major Eastern and Western religions.

· To grasp the historical and developmental connections, as well as the similarities and differences, between the major Eastern and Western religions.
· To interpret and explain in an organized, critical and analytical fashion the meaning and structure of a selected group of religious texts or practices.

· To explain, interpret, evaluate and describe in an organized, critical and analytical fashion the context, history, influence and structure of one or more

· To more knowledgeably discuss his/her own religious and/or secular worldview, and its impact on her/his personal values.

Requirements, Assignments and Grading

1. Regular attendance and punctuality are expected by all.  Up to three absences will go without penalty.  Each additional absence beyond that will cause a drop of one rung on the final grading scale; i.e. A to A-, A- to B+, and so on.  Perfect attendance will be rewarded by one rung higher.

2. It is the student’s responsibility to be attentive, respectful, keep up with the work, and hand in assignments on time.  Cell phones must be turned off during class.

3. If a student is having any difficulties with the assignments, readings, papers, tests, punctuality, or attendance they should speak to the professor before it becomes a problem.  Good communication will lead to a good resolution of the issue.

4. This is a Gordon Rule course with a three paper written word requirement and you must attain at least a C (not a C- or less) to pass a Gordon Rule course.

5. Plagiarism is the theft of someone else’s intellectual property: their ideas, theories, concepts, opinions or words.  This will not be tolerated and will cause the guilty student to be reported to the Office of Academic Affairs and possibly fail the class.  Whenever a student is unsure as to what constitutes plagiarism, they are encouraged to consult their professor.

6. All assignments must be turned in on the day that they are due.

7. Assignments and Grading

a. Four Tests (12% Each Test): Multiple Choice, Matching, True/False 

b. One 2000 Word Research Paper (20%): Minimum of five references, no encyclopedias or dictionaries, and only one reference from the Internet (except for full text professional journal articles, newspaper/magazine feature articles, and books from Internet library sources).  You may not use the Hopfe and Woodward textbook as one of your references.  You must do some actual library research for your research papers.  A one-page research paper outline will be handed in as requested to ensure you are on track, which includes: the thesis sentence, a brief outline, and two Works Cited references you plan to use for the paper.
1. Research Paper: Choose one of the four topics below:

a) The Role of Women in Religion throughout History.

b) The Differences between the God of the Native Americans and the God of the White European Settlers, and how this affected their religious worldview, beliefs and practices.

c) The Differences between the major Eastern (Asian) Religions and the major Western (The People of the Book) Religions: their concepts of God and creation, and their religious worldview, beliefs and practices.

d) The Historical and Modern Reasons for Hostility between the Religions of the People of the Book

c. One 750 Word Opinion Essay (12%): After reviewing the definitions and functions of religions from the lectures, and in the Overview and first chapters of the text, choose the one that you most agree with, the one you most disagree with, and, then, develop your own definition keeping in mind a function that works for you.
d. One 750 Word Opinion and Research Essay (15%): Watch and write on one of these movies: Dances with Wolves (Kevin Costner, Graham Greene), The Last of His Tribe (Jon Voight, Graham Greene), The Mission (Robert DeNiro, Jeremy Irons), Thunderheart (Val Kilmer, Graham Greene), Gandhi (Ben Kingsley), Kundun (Martin Scorsese), Schindler’s List (Liam Neeson), The Education of Little Tree (Graham Greene), or The Message (Anthony Quinn).  Explain, discuss and analyze the themes of the movie, the spiritual and religious traditions, and how the story affected you.  Don’t retell the story for me.  Analyze!  Also, use two outside references with appropriate MLA parenthetical citations to support your viewpoint and argument.  You may not use the Hopfe and Woodward textbook as one of your references.  

e. Class Participation (5% Total)

f. Extra Credit

1. 500 Word Extra Credit Paper (500 Words): Of all the religions we studied (besides the one you practice or the one you were raised in), which had the most positive impact on you and why? (2%)

2. 500 Word Movie Review (2%) on The Peaceful Warrior with Nick Nolte, The Da Vinci Code with Tom Hanks or Joshua (F. Murray Abraham, Tony Goldwyn).  Explain and discuss the themes of the movie, the spiritual and religious traditions, how the story affected you, and what it means today.

3. 500 Word Movie Review (2%) on Jesus Camp.  Analyze the movie, especially what you liked/disliked about the religious training depicted, and larger issues of the separation of religion and state in our country.

4. Weekly Team Interest Items (1%)

Guidelines for Writing and Research

1. Your grade on all papers will consist of three equal parts: Organization and Structure, Style, and Argument.  Organization and Structure refers to solid introduction (with thesis statement), building of argument and points, and finishing with a sound conclusion.  Style refers to how well you write: grammar, sentence structure, word usage, including use of interesting and varied words and phrasing.  Argument refers to how well you logically build your case and follow the FIRES model (Facts, Incidents, Reasoning/Rationale, Examples, and Statistics).  FIRES makes for a more interesting paper in which you back up your points with specific examples and facts.  To sum up, under the Gordon Rule FIU requires that student papers : 1) have a clear thesis or controlling idea; 2)  have a thesis supported with adequate reasons and evidence; 3)  be organized clearly and logically; 4) show sustained analysis and critical thought; 5) show knowledge of conventions of standard written English; and 6) show awareness of disciplinary conventions in regard to content, style, form, and delivery method.

2.   While there is a wealth of sound research information at your disposal on the Internet, there is a greater deal of dubious material, so please be discerning.  Acceptable authorship includes individual experts, educational institutions (e.g. Institute of Reformation History, Stanford University), publicly supported national or international institutes (e.g. World Health Organization), and other well-known institutions with solid reputations (e.g. World Council of Churches).

3.  For your papers you will use the the Modern Language Association (MLA) format and style, specifically the parenthetical referencing format for research paper citations.
Class and Reading Schedule
M  1/7

Lesson: Course Introduction and Overview



The Origins of Religion I

Reading for Next Class: Hopfe and Woodward, Introduction and Overview

W  1/9

Lesson: The Origins of Religion II

F   1/11

Lesson: The Origins of Religion III



Reading for Next Class: Chapter 1 Hopfe and Woodward 

M  1/14

Lesson: The Nature of Religion and the Divine I

W  1/16

Lesson: The Nature of Religion and the Divine II

F   1/18

Lesson: The Nature of Religion and the Divine III
M  1/21

Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday
W  1/23

Project Due: Test I on Overview and Chapter 1


Reading for Next Class: Chapter 2, Hopfe and Woodward
Part II: Shamanic and Native Religions
F  1/25

Lesson: The Shaman Way I



Project Due: Opinion Essay (750 Words)
M  1/28

Lesson: The Shaman Way II

W  1/30

Lesson: The Shaman Way III

F   2/1

Lesson: Native American Origins and Brief History



Movie: 500 Nations

M  2/4
Lesson: The Story of the Zero Chiefs, the Iroquois Nation, and Their Modern World Impact


Lesson: The Story of White Buffalo Calf Roman and the Seven Sacred Traditions

W  2/6
Lesson: The Medicine Wheel

Reading for Next Class: Chapter 8, Hopfe and Woodward

F   2/8

Project Due: Test II on Chapter 2 and Shamanism
Part III: Eastern Traditions

M  2/11

Lesson: A Yin Yang Way of Life

W  2/13

Lesson: The Classic of the Way (The Tao)

F   2/15

Lesson: The Confucian Tradition



Project Due: Team Projects on Taoist or Confucian Saying


Reading for Next Class: Chapter 4, Hopfe and Woodward

M  2/18

Lesson: Hinduism I: Origins and History

W  2/20

Lesson: Hinduism II: Sacred Scriptures

F   2/22

Lesson: Hinduism III: Yoga 

M  2/25

Lesson: Hinduism IV: Contemporary Issues

Reading for Next Class: Chapter 6, Hopfe and Woodward

W  2/27

Movie: Little Buddha

F   2/29

Movie: Little Buddha
M  3/3

Movie: Little Buddha

Project Due:  One Page Research Paper Outline
W  3/5

Lesson: Buddhism I: The Story of Buddha and The Middle Way

F   3/7
Lesson: Buddhism II: Buddha, Dharma, Sangha 
M  3/10

Lesson: Buddhism III: The Eightfold Noble Path and Other Teachings

W  3/12

Project Due: Test III on Chapters 4,6,8


Reading for Next Class: Chapter 11, Hopfe and Woodward

Part IV: The People of the Book

F   3/14

Lesson: Judaism I: Defining Judaism and Patriarch Origins

MWF  3/17-22
Spring Break

M  3/24

Lesson: Judaism II: History of a People and Sacred Scriptures

W  3/26

Lesson: Judaism III: Traditional Themes

F   3/28

Lesson: Judaism IV: Contemporary Themes



Project Due: Movie Paper (750 Words)



Reading for Next Class: Chapter 12, Hopfe and Woodward

M  3/31
Lesson: Christianity I: Defining Christianity, Its Founders, and Sacred Scriptures

W  4/2

Lesson: Christianity II: Sacred Scriptures



Reading for Next Class: Chapters 8, 9, 10 Armstrong

F   4/4

Lesson: Christianity III: The Evolution of the Church
M  4/7
 Lesson: Christianity III: The Evolution of the Church and Contemporary Themes

Reading for Next Class: Chapter 13, Hopfe and Woodward, and Chapters 1, 2, 3 Armstrong

W  4/9
Lesson: Islam I: The Stories of Abraham and Muhammad


Reading for Next Class: Chapters 4, 5, 6 Armstrong

F  4/11
Lesson: Islam II: The Five Pillars and Other Spiritual Themes
 
Reading for Next Class: Chapters 7,8,9 Armstrong
M  4/14

Lesson: Islam III: The Evolution of a Religion

Reading for Next Class: Chapters 9, 10 Armstrong

Project Due: Research Paper  (2000 Words)

W  4/16

Lesson: Postmodern/New Age Religion



Movie: Reincarnation
M-F  4/21-26
Final Exam Week: Test IV: Final Exam on Chapters 11,12,13
