                                             Religious Analysis and Interpretation

                                                        REL 2011~Spring 2008
                                                            Fri (5pm-7:45pm)
Instructor Y. Isabelle Miles

Ymile001@fiu.edu (305) 348-2186

Office hours:  Fri (3pm-4:45pm)
Course Description:  This course constitutes an overview of the main theories of the study of religion and reflection on what exactly is the object of inquiry in the field of Religious Studies.  Also, to engage thinking with historical and systematic surveys of the main religions of the world including general and basic knowledge of religious systems that started in ancient times to the contemporary expression of these in our area.

Goals:  Students must demonstrate an understanding of religion as a complex phenomenon as well as acquire basic knowledge and comprehension of the main religions of the world including their followers, beliefs, and their influence in the present.

Required Text:  Matthews, Warren.  “World Religions.”  5th edition, 2007.

Requirements:  This course fulfills the Gordon Rule Requirement.  According to the guidelines, students must present at least three different written works (papers).  These must demonstrate “college level writing skills.”  According to FIU, all written work at this level must:  (1) Have a clear thesis or controlling idea; (2) Have a thesis supported with adequate reasons and evidence; (3) Be organized clearly and logically; (4) Show sustained analysis and critical thought; (5) Show knowledge of conventions of standard written English; and (6) Show awareness of disciplinary conventions in regard to content, style, form, and delivery method.

Grading Criteria:  Three papers are required to satisfy the Gordon Rule Requirement.  Therefore, three papers are required to pass this course.  Each paper is worth 30% of final grade.  Attendance and participation are very important to this course.  Attendance will be taken at each class session and is worth 10% of the final grade.  Students are expected to attend all class meetings and read their assigned readings, which will be given at the end of each class, so students can participate in class discussions.  Each assignment will be given out one week prior to its due date.  All written assignments must be turned in, in person, on due date.  No late papers will be accepted unless arrangements have been made prior to the due dates.

Intellectual and Academic Behavior:  As members of the academic community, students are expected to recognize and uphold standards of intellectual and academic integrity. 

