RELIGION: ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION

REL-2011

Spring Semester 2008
Instructor: Harriet Gay Marin

Phone: 305 663-6072

E-mail: harrietmarin@aol.com
Class: Tuesdays, Thursdays 12:30 – 1:45pm 

Location: MSB 111
Textbook: Religions of the World –Lewis M. Hopfe – Mark R. Woodward, Pearson/ Prentice Hall, Upper Saddle River, New Jersey 07458.  
General Description of the Course

This course is an introduction to the study of religion. We shall examine the different expressions and practices of religion, focusing on religious experience in interdisciplinary contexts. Although no particular tradition will be treated at length, materials from several religions will be chosen to exemplify thematic topics in the experience of the Sacred.  

Course Objectives

At the end of the semester, students should have:

      -     An awareness of the extent of religious experience.

· An understanding of the diversity within and among religions.

· An appreciation of rituals, myths, symbols and doctrines.

· A comprehension of the various concepts of the Divine.

· An overview of the Sacred Scriptures of several religions.

Course Outline

Please note: This syllabus can be amended as determined by demands of the course.
Week One: Orientation and Introduction 

January 8-10: “Characteristics of Basic Religions” 
Week Two: “Hinduism” 
January 15-17: Presentation: “Phenomenology and the Study of Religion” 
Week Three: “Jainism”                        
January 22-24: First Essay: On a personal religious experience.  
Week Four: “Buddhism”  
January 29-31: Quick Quiz. Presentation: “The Dhammapada”
Week Five: “Chinese Religions”  
February 5-7: Second essay: On a quotation. Presentation on “Chuang Tzu” 
Week Six: Revision. Site Visit Report due.
February 12-14: Presentation: “Critical Theory and Religion” 
Week Seven: “Zoroastrianism”  
February 19-21:  Mid-Term Exam  
Week Eight: “Judaism”  
February 26-28:  Presentation: “Selections from the Old Testament.”
Week Nine: “Christianity”  
March 4-6: Third essay due. Presentation: “Selections from the New Testament.”
Week Ten: “Islam” 
March 11-13: Quick Quiz. Presentation: “Selections from Rumi.” 
Week Eleven: Spring Break
March 18-20: No classes  
Week Twelve: “African Religions” 
March 25-27: Presentations 
Week Thirteen: “Native American Religions” 
 April 1-3: Presentations  
Week Fourteen: “Aboriginal Australian Religion”     
April 8-10: Review and Presentations
Week Fifteen: “Baha’i” pp. 
April 15-17: Revision  
Course Requirements 

· In-Class: Paragraph assignments.                                                           

· A series of three written assignments will be expected. One paper will be a description of a religious experience.  

· A midterm and a final exam.   

· The readings should be completed prior to the class, as there will be related questions.
Course Policies

· Any student guilty of cheating or plagiarism will be subject to penalties outlined by FIU.

· Regular attendance and timely handing in of the written assignments are mandatory.

· Incompletes will be unacceptable except in extraordinary cases.

· It is important for each student to know that this course requires daily reading, written assignments and two exams. 
· The final exam is comprehensive.
 Grading Policy
· For the definition of the grading system, see the Catalogue of the University. The presentation of a grade corresponds to a judgment on the quality of student performance in the course as a whole.
Expectations for Gordon Rule Coursework
In a Gordon Rule course, students should demonstrate “college-level writing skills.” At FIU, college-level writing is defined as that which exhibits the following characteristics:

· It has clear purpose and thesis or controlling idea.
· The thesis is supported with adequate reasons and evidence.

· It shows sustained analysis and critical thought. 

· It is organized clearly and logically.

· It shows knowledge of conventions of standard written English.

· It shows awareness of disciplinary conventions in regard to content, style, form, and delivery method.

At the end of the semester students should be able to interpret and explain in an organized, critical and analytical fashion the meaning and structure of a selected group of religious texts or practices.  
Students should also be able to explain, interpret, evaluate and describe in an organized, critical and analytical fashion the context, history, influence and structure of one or more religious communities as they exist in a given society. 
