FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY

Department of Religious Studies

REL 3308 - World Religions

BBC - Spring 2008

Syllabus

  Mutatis Mutandis 

“Upon Changing What Needs to be Changed”

Instructor: Maria Claudia Livini (claudia.livini@gmail.com)

M, W, F: 11:00 to 11:50 am

Office Hours: AC1 304

 “Religion is such a complex and elusive topic that some contemporary scholars of religion are questioning whether “religion” or “religions” can be studied at all. Nonetheless, this difficult-to-grasp subject is so central to so many people’s lives and has assumed such great political significance in today’s world that we must make a sincere attempt to understand it” – Mary Pat Fisher

Course Description: This course will introduce students to some of the World Religions, Eastern and Western. We will explore their basic beliefs, relevant figures, rituals, associated narratives, and teachings, in dialogue with gender studies, mysticism and social sciences.

· This is a Web-assisted course, available through Campus Edition 6 (CE 6). The syllabus, the required extra readings, e-mail, and exams will be administered through CE 6. You must use a web browser validated for this course management. ETS (305-348-2814).

Course Objective: 
Upon a successful completion of this course, students will be able to analyze the historical development of various religious traditions, compare and contrast religious societies and cultures in their local, national and global context, recognize different ways of interpreting the sacred and being religious, identify gender-related issues that are challenging traditional religious views, and discuss the approaches of social sciences in the field of religious studies at an introductory level.

Course Requirements: Students must read the assigned chapters and articles (syllabus) before coming to class. Check the class’ calendar via CE6 for updates.

Students will be expected to attend class and participate in discussions. Some assignments must be completed in class and cannot be “made-up.” Therefore, missing class might negatively impact one's overall ability to satisfy the course objectives.

Students will be responsible for all materials covered in class.
Textbook: Religions of the World, by Lewis M. Hopfe and Mark R. Woodward. Upper Saddle River: New Jersey, 2005. Ninth Edition.

Extra articles will be posted in the READING section of this class web page. 

GRADING:

 A: 93 & +; A- : 90 – 92; B + : 87 – 89; B : 83 – 86; B - : 80 -82; C+ : 77 – 79; C: 73 – 76; C - : 70 – 72; D+ 67 – 69; D: 63 – 66; D - : 60 – 62; F: < 60.

· Attendance, participation and in-class written assignments: 20 %

· Midterm Exam: 30 %  = Objective Part (20) + Essay (10)

· Final Exam: 30% = Objective Part (20) + Essay (10)

· Final Paper: 20 %

· Midterm and Final (non-cumulative): The midterm and the final will consist of several multiple-choice questions and one essay question based on your class notes and required readings.

· Final Paper: 5 to 7 pages, font size 12, double space, DUE on April 9.

COURSE CALENDAR

JANUARY

Week 2: Introduction. Written Assignment. 

Read Chapter 1.
Week 3: RELIGION IN THE TWENTY FIRST CENTURY: Read Chapter 13.

Indigenous Sacred Ways. Class Discussion: Read Chapter 2.

*Monday 21: No class (Martin Luther King)

Week 4: HINDUISM: Read chapter 3
FEBRUARY

Week 1: HINDUISM
Week 2: JAINISM: Read Chapter 4/ BUDDHISM
Week 3: BUDDHISM: Read Chapter 5
Week 4: DAOISM and CONFUCIANISM: Read Chapter 6

Review for the Midterm.

MARCH

Week 1: MIDTERM/: (Monday 3) SHINTO: Read Chapter 7

Week 2: JUDAISM: Read Chapter 8
Week 3: CHRISTIANITY: Read Chapter 9
Week 4: ISLAM: Read Chapter 10

APRIL

Week 1: ISLAM/ SIKHISM: Read Chapter 11.
Week 2: NEW RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS: Read Chapter 12/ FINAL PAPER DUE (Wednesday 9).
Week 3: REVIEW/ FINAL EXAM: (Wednesday 17)
· The Spirit of this COURSE:

- In this class, everybody is welcomed: believers, agnostics, atheists, and unnamed categories. 

- Treat others as you want to be treated.

· TOUGH LOVE RULES:

- Once the class has started, late students will not be allowed in.

- Late assignments will affect your grade. How? This will be decided by your Instructor’s sense of fairness.

- Cell-phone use in class is not accepted. 

- In this course attendance is instrumental; be sure to take good notes.

-  During the first week of class, students are responsible to collect at least five different e-mails from one’s fellow students. Work with others: More is more.

· Incompletes: University policy allows incompletes only in cases where the student has completed the majority of work in the class and has a passing grade on all completed work. You must ask for an incomplete--they are not automatic for anyone who has not completed the course. All incompletes in this class will expire on the first day the student enrolls in another class, because the longer an IN goes on, the worse the student does, the less he/she remembers, and the more unlikely the IN is to be completed among the press of other work 

	

	· DISABILITY NOTICE


· If you have a disability and need assistance, please contact the Disability Resource Center (University Park : GC190; 305-348-3532) (North Campus: WUC139, 305-919-5345). Upon contact, the Disability Resource Center will review your request and contact your professors or other personnel to make arrangements for appropriate modification and/or assistance.
	· 

	· RELIGIOUS HOLY DAYS


· The University's policy on religious holy days as stated in the University Catalog and Student Handbook will be followed in this class. Any student may request to be excused from (on-line) class to observe a religious holy day of his or her faith. It is imperative that each student reads and understands the Academic Honesty policies covered in class and described at: Academic Policy.
	· 

	· ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT


· Statement of Understanding between Professor and Student. Every student must respect the right of all to have an equitable opportunity to learn and honestly demonstrate the quality of their learning. Therefore, all students must adhere to a standard of academic conduct, demonstrating respect for themselves, their fellow students, and the educational mission of the University. 
Pledge:
I will not represent someone else's work as my own;
I will not cheat, nor will I aid in another's cheating;
I will be honest in my academic endeavors; and
I understand that if I am found responsible for academic misconduct, I will be subject to the academic misconduct procedures and sanctions as outlined in the Student Handbook
Failure to adhere to the guidelines stated above may result in one of the following: 

Expulsion: Permanent separation of the student from the University, preventing readmission to the institution. This sanction shall be recorded on the student's transcript. 

Suspension: Temporary separation of the student from the University for a specific period of time. Failure: an F grade for the course. 

 By taking this online course I promise to adhere to FIU's Student Code of Academic Integrity. For details on the policy and procedure go to ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT.
· NOTE: Intensive Auditing of the course will be conducted to prevent academic misconduct.
	· 
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