Florida International University

Department of Religious Studies

Spring semester 2008

REL 4312: Jews in Asia

REL 6696: Indian Judaism

MWF, 10-10:50

Instructor: Dr. Katz

Contact: 348-3909; katzn@fiu.edu
Office: DM 305A 

Hours: MW, 0830-930, by appointment

Course objectives:

1. To familiarize students with the history and customs of Jews in India and China;

2. To reconsider the overall relationship between “east’ and “west”;

3. To gain a new perspective on Judaic civilization;

4. To gain new perspectives on Indian and Chinese civilizations;

5. To understand the relationship between religious minorities and host cultures.

6. To consider mutual influences between Judaism and religions of India and China.

Textbooks for REL 4312:

Nathan Katz, Who Are the Jews of India?
Michael Pollock, Mandarins, Jews and Missionaries

Rodger Kamenetz, The Jew in the Lotus

Textbooks for REL 6696:

As above, plus

Nathan Katz, et. al., eds.,  Indo-Judaic Studies for the Twenty-First Century

Other required readings (posted on web site):

Nathan Katz, “From Legend to History: India and Israel in the Ancient World,” Shofar17/3, 1999, pp. 7-22.

Nathan Katz, “The Identity of a Mystic: The Strange Case of Sa’id Sarmad”

Tudor Parfitt, “The Land of Hard Bondage: The Lost Tribes in India,” JIJS 5, 2002, pp. 55-68.

Yulia Egorova, “Describing the ‘Other’, Describing the ‘Self’: Jews, Hindu Reformers, and Indian Nationalisms”

Dinesh Kumar, “India and Israel: From Conflict to Convergence of Interests,” JIJS 3, 2000, pp. 86-116.

Meylekh Vishwanath, “Hindu-Jewish Encounter,” JIJS 9 (2007)

PLEASE NOTE:

This class meets in person on Mondays and Wednesdays. On Fridays there will be on-line readings, films, quizzes and assignments posted on WebCT. In order to view the films, a high quality connection is needed, and it is LIKELY that students will not have adequate connectivity off campus. Therefore, it may well be necessary to arrange to use FIU computer labs for the Friday classes.

	Date
	Topic
	Reading assignment

	M, 1-7
	Introduction to the course: textbooks, requirements, policies
	--

	W, 1-9
	East and West in the ancient world
	Katz, “From Legend…”

	F, 1-11
	On-line assignment
	

	M, 1-14
	History of the Jews of Kochi: origins
	Katz, pp. 9-88

	W, 1-16
	History of the Jews of Kochi: medieval
	Katz, pp. 9-88

	F, 1-18
	On-line
	

	M, 1-21
	No class: MLK Day
	

	W, 1-23
	History of the Jews of Kochi: colonial and independence eras
	Katz, 9-88

	F, 1-25
	On-line video
	

	M, 1-28
	Fall holidays in Kochi
	Katz, 9-88

	W, 1-30
	Spring holodays in Kochi
	Katz, 9-88

	F, 2-1
	On-line video
	

	M, 2-4
	History of Bene Israel: origins through colonial era
	Katz, 90-125

	W, 2-6
	History of Bene Israel: British era
	Katz, 90-125

	F, 2-8
	On-line assignment
	

	M, 2-11
	Religious life of Bene Israel
	Katz, 90-125

	W, 2-13
	Religious life of Bene Israel
	Katz, 90-125

	F, 2-15
	On-line video
	

	M, 2-18
	Sephardim in India: Mughal era
	Katz, “Sarmad”

	W, 2-20
	“Baghdadis” in Mumbai
	Katz, 126-165

	F, 2-22
	On-line video
	

	M, 2-25
	“Baghdadis” in Kolakata
	Katz, 126-165

	W, 2-27
	Open and review
	---

	F, 2-29
	On-line midterm exam
	

	M,  3-3
	Lost tribes?
	Parfitt

	W, 3-5
	Bnei Menashe and Bnei Ephraim
	Parfitt

	F, 3-7
	On-line video
	

	M, 3-10
	Chinese Jews of Kaifeng
	Pollack

	W, 3-12
	Chinese Jews of Kaifeng
	Pollack

	F, 3-14
	On-line video
	

	M, 3-17
	No class: spring break
	---

	W, 3-19
	No class: spring break
	---

	F, 3-21
	No class: spring break
	---

	M, 3-24
	Japan and the “Fugu Plan”
	Pollack

	W, 3-26
	Jews of Shanghai
	Pollack

	F, 3-28
	On-line video
	

	M, 3-31
	Jews and Indian nationalism
	Egorova

	W, 4-2
	Indo-Israel diplomacy
	Kumar

	F, 4-3
	On-line assignment
	

	M, 4-7
	Hindu-Jewish dialogue
	Vishwanath

	W, 4-9
	Buddhist-Jewish dialogue
	Kamenetz

	F, 4-11
	On-line assignment
	

	M, 4-14
	Open and review
	--

	W, 4-16
	On-line exam assignment
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


REL 4312 course requirements:

1. On-line mid-term examination and final examinations, each of which which will count for 20% of the course grade.  Total = 40%

2. Three book reviews froma  lidt to be provided by the instructor. Each counts for 20% of the course grade. Total = 60%.

3. Poor attendance or class participation will significantly effect the course grade.





REL 6696 course requirements.

1. On-line mid-term examination and final examinations, each of which which will count for 20% of the course grade.  Total = 40%

2. A research paper to be undertaken inconsultation with the instructor. 60% of the course grade.

3. Poor attendance or class participation will significantly effect the course grade.


