   Religion, Life & Vegetarianism

   Instructor – Samani Charitra Prajna

   REL 4937  U04  Spring 2008

   MWF -  9 – 9.50am

   Email – prajna108@gmail.com
     Course Description – The world is shrinking. It refers to overcoming the geographic isolation

       that for centuries kept societies separated from each other. However, the world is experiencing the 

       interpenetration of cultures on a scale never before witnessed in human history. Will the global

       village be a place where the inhabitants experience an increase in peace & justice or hatred? This

       course will lay a foundation for the quest for the spiritual truth. It will focus on worldviews of

       Ultimate Reality that exists among the major religions that emerged in Asia and Middle East. All

       Religions incorporate both a worldview and a code of morality. Each complements the other as 

       two sides of the same coin and neither can exist without the other. It offers opportunities for 

      constructive cooperation among the followers of world’s diverse religions. It deals with world’s   

      most urgent issues like violence, gender etc. With the differences what do the world religions 

      have in common that they are all understood as religions? All of them offer a particular view of

      the meaning of Life. Religious beliefs are especially important to questions of life’s ultimate value,

      purpose and meaning. In fact it is time to re-think and indeed to re-feel the cosmos. Religions are

      concerned with reinforcing social and personal values and sustaining worthwhile patterns of life

      together. How can I best cope with my life problems? What is a worthwhile life? How does food 

      relate with life? What impact it has on body, mind and soul? Is it possible to resolve issues of 

      world hunger through vegetarianism? How is it beneficial from ethical, health and environmental 

      perspectives?

     Course Objective –

· Students will come to know the worldviews of six influential religions of the world and they

are – Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism from Asia and Judaism, Christianity, Islam from West.

· They will have an overall view of ethical, violence, gender issues in every religion 

· They will learn to find common ground among the diversity to bring peace and harmony

· They will understand the meaning and importance of Life, its objective and value as well

· Vegetarianism can offer a better option for optimum health and energetic spiritual life

Required Text books-

The Meaning of Life – Edited by Joseph Runzo and Nancy M. Martin

The future of peace and justice in the Global village – Thomas R. McFaul

Diet for transcendence, vegetarianism and the world religions – Steven Rosen

Course Requirements –

Three Tests – 60% ( Each Test – 20% ) in Class

First test – 8/2/08

Second test – 10/3/08

Third test – 21/4/08

Term Paper – 30%

Term Paper Due – 9/4/08

Class attendance & participation – 10%

Grading scale:
93-100 A
90-92 A-
87-89 B+
83-86 B
80-82 B-
77-79 C+
73-76 C
70-72 C-


Attendance/participation policy - 
Attendance and participation are very important to this course. Students are expected to read assignments and participate in class discussions. Attendance will be taken and I expect students to inform me of any prior commitments or emergencies that prevent them from attending. Students may be absent up to three times. A fourth absence will result in a loss of 15% from their attendance grade.
Plagiarism Policy: The following is the definition of plagiarism in the University’s CODE OF ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:
1.02 Plagiarism: The deliberate use and appropriation of another's work without any indication of the source and the representation of such work as the student's own. Any student, who fails to give credit for ideas, expressions or materials taken from another source, including internet sources, is guilty of plagiarism. Any student helping another to plagiarize may be found guilty of academic misconduct (http://www.fiu.edu/~oabp/misconductweb/1acmisconductproc.htm). 

Religion, Life & Vegetarianism
	7/1/08
	 Introduction, overview of 
 Course, requirements
	Mcfaul – 63-77

	9/1/08
	Asian Religions – worldviews
 Hinduism
	Mcfaul – 15-30

	11/1/08
	Ethics, Violence, Gender
	Mcfaul -81-86, 124-128, 145-150

	14/1/08
	Video – 330 million gods
	

	16/1/08
	Food & Religion
	Rosen – 89-102

	18/1/08
	Meaning of Life
	R&M- 7-30

	21/1/08
	Holiday – No class
	

	23/1/08
	Hindu view of Life
	R&M -103-137

	25/1/08
	Buddhism - Worldviews
	Mcfaul -30-36

	28/1/08
	Ethics, Violence, Gender
	Mcfaul- 86-90,128-130, 150-153

	30/1/08
	Video – Little Buddha
	

	1/2/08
	Food & Religion
	Rosen – 77-88

	4/2/08
	 Meaning of Life
	R&M -31-46

	6/2/08
	Buddhist view of Life
	R&M -153-163

	8/2/08
	First test
	

	11/2/08
	Jainism - Worldviews
	Mcfaul- 36-40

	13/2/08
	Ethics, violence, Gender
	Mcfaul -90-92, 130-132, 153-54

	15/2/08
	Video 
	

	18/2/08
	Food & Religion
	Rosen – 71-76

	20/2/08
	Meaning of Life
	R&M -269-289

	22/2/08
	Jain view of Life
	R&M -137-153


	25/2/08
	Western Religions – Worldviews
 Judaism
	Mcfaul- 41-48

	27/2/08
	Ethics, Violence, Gender
	Mcfaul – 94-98,132-135, 154-157

	29/2/08
	Video – Three faiths, one God
	

	3/3/08
	Food & Religion
	Rosen- 41-56

	5/3/08
	Meaning of Life
	R&M – 255-269

	7/3/08
	Judaism view of life
	R&M- 71-93

	10/3/08
	Second Test
	

	12/3/08
	Christianity - Worldviews
	Mcfaul -48-53

	14/3/08
	Ethics, Violence, Gender
	Mcfaul -98-101, 135-140, 157-159

	17-21/3/08
	Spring Break – No class
	

	24/3/08
	Food & Religion
	Rosen – 17-40

	26/3/08
	Meaning of Life
	R&M -289-313

	28/3/08
	Christian view of Life
	R&M- 47-71

	31/3/08
	Islam - worldviews
	Mcfaul – 54-61

	2/4/08
	Ethics, violence, Gender
	Mcfaul- 101-106, 107-121,140-144, 159-162

	4/4/08
	Video – There is no God but God
	

	7/4/08
	Food & Religion
	Rosen – 57-70, 103-108

	9/4/08
	Meaning of Life
Due – Term Paper
	R&M- 187-201

	11/4/08
	Islam view of Life
	R&M -93-102

	14/4/08
	Vegetarianism 
	Rosen – 1-14

	16/4/08
	Review
	


21/4/08       Third Test
