Religious experiences among Latin American Women
in the Americas

Syllabus 
Spring 2008 
Hybrid course

 (5937) 

Professor: Dr. Ana María Bidegain

E-Mail: bidegain@fiu.edu
Class Time:  M, W, F 12- 12:50 PM 

Office: DM 304B

Office Hours: Monday 3-5 PM 

Course Orientation: The focus of this course is the diversity of religious experiences among women born and educated in Latin cultures such as: Brazil, Haiti and Hispanic-American, from South to North America including Hispanic in the U.S. and in the Caribbean isles such as Cuba, Santo Domingo and Puerto Rico.

This course examines the active participation of particular individuals, or concrete women’s religious organizations in different historical contexts. We will cover the colonial and early republican periods, but the emphasis will be on important figures and processes in the 20th century. The 20th century, in particular, is a time of crucial changes in women’s lives, including religion.  Latinas’ practices, beliefs, social and political activism and theological and biblical reflections will be analyzed in order to explain the impact of women’s religious experiences in cultural, social and political realms.
Goals: The goals for students completing this course will be to develop a deep understanding how Latinas women have been contributing to shape the Americas’ religious landscape studying four special topics:  a) Women body, Mestizaje, Syncretism and Popular Religiosity, b) Latinas contribution to the development of a feminine and feminist religious thought. c) Latinas’ religiosity and the search of social Justice.  Women’s Religious experience and political participation.
Course structure and requirements:

Students will pursue a research topic throughout the term and will report on the project at several stages. They will initially write a three-page exploration of the topic, followed by a review of primary and secondary sources (10 pages minimum). Finally, students will develop these two previous papers into a longer research paper that analyzes the topic and discusses its significance with respect to the themes of the course (20 pages minimum).

All written work must be typed, double-spaced, and in 12 point font (written work submitted in large font will not be acceptable); and any quotations should follow the manual of style or the standard style recommended by FIU. These papers must be submitted by the deadline.  Late work will result in the reduction of one grade for each day late unless arrangements with professor were made prior to deadline.

Final course grade 

 Participation:          20% 

 3-page paper:          15 % 

10-page paper:         25 % 

20-page final paper: 40%

Final Grade:            100%

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________________________________________________________

Grading criteria

A/A-  = Outstanding/Exceptional in terms of content (grasp of concepts, depth of analysis and comprehension) and expression. 

B+/B    = Above average to Very Good.

B-/C+   = Good to above average.

C/C-     = Achieving minimum standards. 

D+/D   = Passing but barely meeting minimum standards; F=Not meeting minimum or acceptable standards.

(This course may fulfill the Critical Inquiry requirement of the FIU core curriculum if the student earns a grade of “C” or higher .A “C-“ or lower grade will not satisfy the Critical Inquiry requirement.)
 

Attendance/participation policy

Attendance and participation are very important to this course. Students are expected to read assignments and participate in class discussions. Attendance will be taken and I expect students to inform me of any prior commitments or emergencies that prevent them from attending. Students may be absent up to three times.  A fourth absence will result in a loss of 15% from their attendance grade.

Intellectual and academic behavior

As members of the academic community, students are expected to recognize and uphold standards of intellectual and academy integrity. Plagiarism is presenting another person’s work as one’s own. Plagiarism includes submitting another student’s work as one’s own. 

SCHEDULE , REQUIRED READINGS AND ASSIGMENTS

WEEK 1-   

Introduction and theoretical approach.

WEEK 2 - 
Women’s place in Amerindian religions. Biological and cultural mestizaje and syncretism.  The popular religion’s roots. The Virgin of Guadalupe. Case study:  Malintzin

-NAVARRO MARYSA, VIRGINIA SANCHEZ KORROL with KECIA ALI 1999.Women in Latin America and the Caribbean Indiana University Press. Part I- pp 5-57.
Research Topic due

WEEK 3-   
Women’s in colonial society and Christendom development. Case Study: Sor Juana Inez de la Cruz.

-LAVRIN ASUNCION ed 1978   Latin American Women Historical Perspectives Westport, Connecticut: Greenwood Press  chap 1.

WEEK 4 –    
Women facing the crises of the Catholic Church under Liberal States (19th Century) Case Study: Soledad Acosta de Samper.

-LAVRIN ASUNCION “Women and Religion in Spanish America”, 1983 in Ruther and Keller, Women and Religion in America

-VALENZUELA ERICA - "Liberals, Radicals, and Women's Citizenship in Chile, 1872-1930" November 1997. Working Paper #247 Kellogg Institute Notre Dame University  
 - "Catholicism, Anticlericalism, and the Quest for Women's Suffrage in Chile" December1995, Working Paper #214 Kellogg Institute Notre Dame University  
WEEK 5 – 
Women resisting slavery through religions: Voudu, Santería Candomblé.

-CLARK MARY ANN "Santería and Voudon." In The Encyclopedia of New York State, Peter Eisenstadt. Albany, NY: Syracuse University Press, 2002

 

Sources Analysis due

WEEK 6 –    
Religions and Modernization. Women’s Education and Social Justice.  The case catholic women congregations.

-MILLER  FRANCESCA (1991) Latin American Women and the search for Social Justice University. Press of New England /Hanover- London Chap 1-

- LAVRIN ASUNCION  Women, feminism an social change in Argentina, Chile and Uruguay. 1890-1940   Chap 1 and 4  pp15- 52 //125-158

WEEK 7 -         
Protestant women’s leadership and migration to South America.   Women in the History of Latino Protestantism
- NORA O LOZANO- DIAZ Ignored virgin or unaware women: A Mexican – American Protestant Reflection on the virgin of Guadalupe   in AQUINO PILAR. A reader in Latino  Feminist Theology  pp204 215

-GERDI NUETZEL  “Potencial transformador o complemento de beleza? Historia do ministero femenino na IECLB”  en BIDEGAIN ANA MARIA ed. 1996  Mulheres: Autonomia e controle religioso na América Latina  Petropolis, Vozes pp 31- 58

-VASCONCELOS REZENDE, MARIA VALERIA  El feminismo del movimiento misionero protestante en América “Taller de Teología  7 (1980):33-51

WEEK 8   
Religions, Women’s Rights and Welfare States.  Case study: Brazilian Catholic Action.
- MARIFRAN CARLSON Feminismo! The woman’s Movement in Argentina From it Beginnings to Eva Perón.   Chicago. (1988)   Chap. 9 and 10

-JUNE E HAHNER The U.S. Suffrage movement and Latin America in  Women in Latin American History. (1980) Univ. of California . pp 78-95

-MAXINE MOLINEAUX- Women’s Movements in International   Perspective. in Gender and citizenship in Latin America: Historical and Contemporary Issues.  chap.7 pp 163 202

WEEK 9 -  
Second Ecumenical Vatican Council, Christian Women and   Liberation Theology. Catholic Feminine Orders and Congregation that developed the “insertion” process.

-PILAR AQUINO  Our Cry for life Feminist theology from Latin America  Orbis Book(1994)

-Sister KATHERINE ANNE GILFEATHER,M.M. Women religious, the poor, and  the institutional Church in Chile. In DANIEL LEVINE. Churches and Politics in Latin America 1980,  Sage, London pp 198-224

MARIA JOSE ROSADO NUNES  Freiras no Brasil Historia das Mulheres no Brasil  Ed. Contexto pp 482-509

WEEK 10
Political and Ecclesiastical Repressions.  “Resilient” Women and Human Rights issues. Christian Women’s Martyrdom.  The case of  Maryknoll Sister’s in El Salvador. 

- DANIEL LEVINE. Churches and Politics in Latin América Sage, London 1980n Part II pp 109-194

- MILLER  FRANCESCA Latin American Women and the search for Social Justice University Press of New England /Hanover- London (1991) Chap 5 pp 110-144  and Chap 6  pp 145-186 

WEEK 11
 Nature, Social Class, Ethnicity and Gender in the Ecumenical theological reflections and the Latina woman’s interpretations of biblical readings. 

-PILAR AQUINO A reader in Latina Feminist Theology: Religion and Justice . University of Texas, Austin (2002)   pp133- 160

-IVONE GUEVARA Vida religiosa Da teologia Patriarcal a Teologia Feminista   Um desafio para o Futuro. Ed .Paulinas .(1992)



-Elsa Tamez Ed. Through her Eyes , Orbis Book(1986)  

WEEK 12     
Latinas in Charismatic and Pentecostal Churches. Case Study: Chilean Pentecostal Leaders

-  ELIZABETH E BRUSCO The reformation of Machismo. Evangelical Conversion and Gender in Colombia. Univ. of Texas Austin 1984

- ANNA ADAMS “Perception Matters: Pentecostal Latinas in Allentown”, Pennsylvania in AQUINO PILAR. A reader in Latino  Feminist Theology  pp 98-113

-SALAZAR SAUZANA ELIZABETH Era uma vez… umas mulheres chamadas “canutas” A mulher no pentecostalismo chileno. En BIDEGAIN ANA MARIA ed. 1996  Mulheres: Autonomia e controle religioso na América Latina  Petropolis, Vozes pp 77 –100
WEEK 13
Latino and Black Feminist Theology. Third World Women’s theologians Association.

-BURDICK JOHN Blessed Anastacia. Women Race, and Popular Christianity in Brazil  Routledge, New York 1998

- ANA MARIA TEPEDINO  Mulher e teologia na America Latina: Perspectiva Historica  en  BIDEGAIN ANA MARIA ed. Mulheres: Autonomia e controle religioso na América Latina  Petropolis, Vozes, 1996 , pp 197-220
WEEK 14    
Amerindians’ and Afro descendents’ Spirituality. Social and political participation: Case Study:  Benedita da Silva and Rigoberta Menchú.


SEGATO RITA LAURA Frontiers and Margins. The untold story of the Afro- Brazilian Religions. Expansin to Uruguay and Argentina. Serie antropolia #194 Universidad de Brasilia. 1996.
WEEK 15    
Globalization and Christianity. Migration, Transnationalism and Politics. Women giving birth to new religions. Case Study  Iglesia de Dios  Ministerial  de Jesucristo Internacional : Hna. Maria Luisa Piraquive.

- A.PETERSON, M.VASQUEZ, P.WILLIAMS. Ed. Christianity, Social Change, and Globalization in the Americas 2001 Part I Women Family and Community pp 23-81
