MIGRATION AND RELIGION: THE NEW IMMIGRANTS EXPERIENCE

SPRING 2008
Syllabus 

FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY

Hybrid Course

(REL. 4937) 

Professor: Dr. Ana María Bidegain

E-Mail: bidegain@fiu.edu
Class Time: M- W- F. 1- 1:50 PM 

Office: DM 304B
Office Hours: Wednesday, 3 to 5 PM
Description: This course will be taught in a lecture format, it will analyze the main ways in which the complex phenomenon of migration overlaps with religion. This area of study necessarily demands an interdisciplinary approach to the subject. We have identified important relationships that have been thematized within the fields of History, Theology, Pastoral Studies, Sociology and Anthropology; our course will present a panorama of these approaches, taking into account a gender perspective. The course will focus on the historical migration process in different places and times in the Americas. There will be a balance between conceptual, methodological aspects and a retrospective overview of the reality of migration and religion as it has been experienced historically since the formation of the Americas to the present.

Goals: Students must develop a general knowledge of the phenomena presented by the combined study of migration and religion, and develop a final paper based on the analysis of a field research with some new immigrant religious group in South Florida.

Requirements:

3 pages paper: Due on February 4 (this paper must present the religious group to be analyzed and developed into a final paper, based on participative observation) 

10 pages paper: Due on March 24 th (a continuation of the first, with a deeper analysis of the sources and the bibliography, including some interviews with leaders or practitioners, and further development toward the final paper).

Oral Presentation of the  Final Paper Due on April 14
Final 15 pages paper: Due on April 14 th. 

Requirements for all written work:

All written work must be typed, double-spaced, and in 12 point font (written work submitted in large font will not be acceptable); and any citations should follow MLA format. These papers must be submitted by the deadline. Late work will result in the reduction of half a letter grade per day, unless arrangements with professor were made prior to deadline.

Final course grade

Oral Participation : 30 %

3-page paper: 20 %

10-page paper: 20 %

20-page paper: 30 %

Final grade: 100 %
Grading criteria

A/A- = Outstanding/Exceptional in terms of content (grasp of concepts, depth of analysis and comprehension) and expression. 

B+/B = Above average to Very Good.

B-/C+ = Good to above average.

C/C- = Achieving minimum standards. 

D+/D = Passing but barely meeting minimum standards. 

F = Not meeting minimum or acceptable standards.

Attendance/participation policy

Attendance and participation are very important to this course. Students are expected to read assignments and participate in class discussions. Attendance will be taken and I expect students to inform me of any prior commitments or emergencies that prevent them from attending. Students may be absent up to three times.  A fourth absence will result in a loss of 15% from their attendance grade.

Intellectual and academic behavior

As members of the academic community, students are expected to recognize and uphold standards of intellectual and academy integrity. Plagiarism is presenting another person’s work as one’s own. Plagiarism includes submitting another student’s work as one’s own.

REQUIRED TEXTS

BADILLO A. DAVID. Latinos and the new migrant Church. The John Hopkins University Press- Baltimore, 2006
CAMPESE G.& CIALELLA P., Migration, Religious Experience, and Globalization. Center for Migration Studies, New York 2003
PARKER CRISTIAN, Popular Religion & Modernization in Latin America: A different Logic. Orbis Books, New York, 1996 

ROSE EBAUGH AND JANET SALTZMAN   Religion Across Borders. Altamira Press,  CA 2002
SMITH  BRIAN  H. Religious Politics in Latin America. Notre Dame, 1998.
 CALENDAR

	Dates
	Topics
	Readings for Undergraduates & Graduates

	Week 1 

01/7-11

 and 

Week 2

01/14,18
	Theological and Pastoral Aspects: Migration and the Church (A reflection from the present that seeks foundation in the origins, in Scriptures and in the Tradition) 

Migration as a new theological place in Christianity
	Birollo I. pp 11-17

Phan Peter  in Campese G.& Cialella P. Migration, Religious Experience, and Globalization   pp. 143- 169

Bergant D. in Campese   pp 49 -61  

	Week 3

01/21-25
	Pastoral care of the migrants: Involvement of the Churches in the integral human promotion of today’s migrants (basic services, civic rights, full insertion in the life of the local churches, legal battle, human rights, etc)
	Blume M. pp 62- 75

Batistella G. pp 76-102

Campese G.& Cialella P. Migration, Religious Experience, and Globalization



	Week 4

01/29-02/01
	Sociological Aspects: An overview of the history of theories in migration studies. Such as assimilation, the melting pot, etc; categories, terminology; main scholars; different disciplines involved; methodologies; criticisms. Transnational migration as a new model. Feminization of migration and gender theories.
	Glick-Schiller N & Levitt P. “Conceptualizing simultaneity: A transnational social field perspective on society” 

Pellegrino A. “Trends in the international migration in Latin America and the Caribbean”.

(articles to be downloaded)

	Week 5

02/ 04-08
	-Migration studies and Religion  Religion and transnational migration 


	Stepic, Alex. “God is Apparently not Dead: The obvious, the Emergent, and the Still Unknown in Immigration and Religion.”  

	Week 6

02/11-15 
	- Census as a source to study  Religion in migration. Dr.   Maria Aysa ‘s Lecture 

 
	 Ebaugh Helen Rose

“Calling Upon the sacred: migrants’ use of Religion in migration Process.IMR March 31, 3003 Vol 37 Issue:4pp1145-1162 

	Week 7

02/18-22
	- Sociology of Religion: A dual process: The mutual influence and transformation of the religious institutions and of the immigrants,  as a result of the migration process 
	Parker Cristian Popular Religion & Modernization in Latin America. A different Logic Orbis Books, New York 1996 



	Week 8

02/25-29
	 African religions and slavery -from the 16th to the 19th century-
	Yvonne Daniel  Dancing Wisdom 

Chap. 1 and 2

	Week 9

03/3-7
	The formation of new states, migrations, migration policies and the role of religions U.S. and the Southern Cone  Cases (19th and 20th centuries)
	 Dolan Jay, The American Catholic Experience.pp 127-321


	Week10

03/10-14
	U.S. expansion & Mexican population and religion. Hispanic Catholics and Protestants
	David Badillo pp1-65

Sandoval Moises. 

pp 3-131

	Week11
03/17-21
	Spring Break
	Spring Break

	Week 12
03/24-28
	Pentecostalism, U.S. economic and political presence in Latin America

Transnationalism &Religion
	Brian  H. Smith  pp 1-84

	Week13 03/31

04/04
	Research Field Work
	Research Field Work

	Week 14

04/07 -11
	Latinos in the U.S; traditional and new religious role of Christianity
	David Badillo, pp 66-119



	Week154/14-16
	Latinos in the U.S, cont.
	Badillo, pp 120-220


