REL 3310 
M/W/F 12:00-12:50 
PC 438
INTRO TO ASIAN RELIGIONS
Spring 2008
Instructor: Ms. Sandy Avila

Office: Located in the Religious Studies Dept. DM building 3rd floor
Office Hours: Mondays 4:00-6:00 pm AND by appointment

Email: sands221@yahoo.com
Instructor webpage: www.fiu.edu/~savil001
COURSE TEXTBOOKS:
Asian Religions- Bradley K. Hawkins

What the Buddha Taught- Walpola Rahula
Additional readings can be found through the FIU Library’s Course Reserves listed under the instructor’s name and class  Instructions on how to access this service is on my webpage (see address listed above).
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This course will analyze in a critical and analytical fashion, religious texts and practices of the various religious traditions of Asia using the modern study of worldviews analysis. This will allow students to understand and appreciate the culture and context of each religion by using objective reasoning through comparing and contrasting the structure and history of Asian religious communities. The course will directly involve the evaluating of religions from vantage points such as practices and beliefs, sacred texts, environment, politics, science, and gender. The course will be challenging and therefore push students to think critically about the nature of Asian religion in our complex world today. 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 
The class format will include lectures, films and student presentations. Each student will complete four in class exams, a group presentation along with two Asian religious site visits. All written work must be typed and double-spaced using a 1” margin all around, a 12 point font letter size and a word count listed at the top of the page. PLEASE NOTE: The instructor will take off points if the above writing assignment requirements are not adhered to. All written work will need to be submitted through the online service www.turnitin.com. The class name is REL3310SPRING2008 and the class id number is 2072375. The password is religion2008. Please make sure to sign up or register on the site directly before your first assignment is due.
COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
By the end of the semester, students should be able to:

(1) explain various definitions of Asian “religion”

(2) use an objective, critical eye to evaluate religious traditions and the important issues that surround them
(3) see the ways in which Asian religions and cultures are both similar yet different

(4) understand the difference between theory and practice in a religious context
COURSE POLICIES:
I.  ATTENDANCE and CLASS PARTICIPATION
It is key for students to attend class in order to be successful in this course. If a student arrives early or leaves late it is BOTH disruptive to the lecturer and students alike. To alleviate this from happening I will count ONE absence for every TWO late arrivals or early departures. Class participation is also important so that students can challenge each other. Dialogue is highly encouraged in this class. Attendance and class participation is vital to a university education and will make up 10% of the course grade. 

II. PLAGIARISM

Plagiarism is defined as “literally theft,” and will NOT be tolerated. Plagiarism, in forms some students may not be aware of may include:
(1) A written work that is ENTIRELY stolen from another source

(2) Using quotations from source without proper citation

(3) Paraphrasing from a source without proper citation

Students are expected to UNDERSTAND the definition of plagiarism. To view the University Code of Academic Integrity please visit http://www.fiu.edu/~oabp/misconductweb/2codeofacainteg.htm
When all else fails; ASK the instructor for help. If you are found guilty you could receive a failing grade for the course which in some cases leads to dismissal from the course and in severe cases from the university. 
III. POP QUIZZES

There may be random pop quizzes given on the reading material. Be prepared for class, ESPECIALLY on days that a class discussion on an article is assigned. Quiz grades will be factored into the attendance and class participation grade, which is 10% of the final grade. 

III. LATE PAPERS
Late papers will be downgraded at the discretion of the instructor and is therefore, highly discouraged!
DESCRIPTION OF CLASS ASSIGNMENTS:
I. IN CLASS EXAMS: 
There will be four exams in this course. The format will include essay, matching, true/false and short answer. 

II. GROUP PRESENTATION:

The class will be broken up into small groups according to their interest in a regional area of Asia. The group will research that region and collect a series of CURRENT newspaper articles which reflect on the areas of religion and culture. The group presentation is not limited to the presentation of the articles, but should be creative. The instructor will provide further detail as the semester continues.
III. SITE VISIT REPORTS:
Because there is an abundance of Asian related sites around South Florida, this course will require that each student visit two different sites and report on them. This assignment is to educate the student on the practice level which is equally as important to the theory level discussed in class. There will be chances during the semester to join the instructor at a Hindu and Buddhist temple. More information will be provided by the instructor later on in the semester, which will include a list of Asian religious sites in the area.
COURSE GRADE DISTRIBUTION:
Attendance and Class Participation 

10%
Exams (4 in total) 



50%

Group Presentation



20%

Site Visits (2 in total)



20%

GRADING SCALE:
A
100-90

B
 89-80

C
 79-70

D
 69-60

F
 59 and lower

Note: If this course is being used to fulfill the Critical Inquiry requirement, a grade of “C” or higher must be obtained. A “C-” or lower will NOT fulfill the requirement. 

CLASS SCHEDULE:
Mon Jan 7

First day of class, explanation of syllabus and introduction
Wed Jan 9

How do we define religion and what makes Asian religion different?
Fri Jan 11

In class film: 330 Million Gods




(Drop Add Period Ends)
Mon Jan 14

COURSE RESERVES: Ninian Smart’s Worldsview Analysis 



What is worldviews analysis? 
Wed Jan 16

INDIA SECTION:




HAWKINS: CHAPTER 1 



Discussion of film




Foundations of the study of South Asian Religion



Fri Jan 18

HAWKINS: CHAPTERS 2 & 3, and 4 pgs. 38-43



Hinduism: The Vedas, Upanishads and Hindu philosophy 

Mon Jan 21

NO CLASS/MARTIN LUTHER KING HOLIDAY
Wed Jan 23

HAWKINS: CHAPTER 5




Hindu devotionalism

Fri Jan 25

COURSE RESERVES: Seeing the Divine Image in India reading



The Sacred Hindu Image

Mon Jan 28

COURSE RESERVES: Mantra reading 



Comparative discussion: Seeing and hearing the divine in India

Wed Jan 30 

HAWKINS: CHAPTERS 6 AND 9




Other Religious Traditions in India

Fri Feb 1

FIRST EXAM

Mon Feb 4

SOUTHEAST ASIA SECTION




In class film on Buddhism
Wed Feb 6

Discussion of film




HAWKINS: CHAPTER 10




The historical Buddha’s life

Fri Feb 8

RAHULA: CHAPTER 1




Early Buddhism

Mon Feb 11

RAHULA: CHAPTER 6



Buddhist Doctrine of No-Soul




*FIRST SITE VISIT REPORT DUE*

Wed Feb 13

COURSE RESERVES: Thai Women in Buddhism reading



 In class article discussion on Buddhism and gender in Thailand
Fri Feb 15

HAWKINS: CHAPTER 11 




Later Developments in Buddhism/Three Turnings of the Wheel of Dharma

Mon Feb 18

SECOND EXAM
Wed Feb 20

CHINA SECTION



In class film: A Question of Balance
Fri Feb 22

Discussion of film




HAWKINS: CHAPTER 15




Foundations of Chinese Religion 

Mon Feb 25

HAWKINS: CHAPTERS 16 



Daoist Philosophy 

Wed Feb 27

COURSE RESERVES: Daodejing reading
Fri Feb 29

HAWKINS: CHAPTER 17




Daoist Church

Mon Mar 3

HAWKINS: CHAPTER 18 



Confucianism 
Wed Mar 5

HAWKINS: CHAPTER 19




Confucianism’s Rivals

Fri Mar 7

HAWKINS: CHAPTER 21



Origins of Chinese Buddhism
Mon Mar 10

HAWKINS: CHAPTER 22




Pureland and Chan Buddhism

Wed Mar 12

COURSE RESERVES: Religion in Red China Today reading
Fri  Mar 14

THIRD EXAM
Mon Mar 17

SPRING BREAK

Mon Mar 24

NORTHEAST ASIA SECTION




In class film: The Land of the Disappearing Buddha
Wed Mar 26

Discussion of film




HAWKINS: CHAPTER 24 



Shinto
Fri Mar 28

Shinto continued/begin Fox Folklore
Mon Mar 31

COURSE RESERVES: Japanese Tales reading




Fox Folklore



*SECOND SITE VISIT REPORT DUE*

Wed Apr 2

HAWKINS: CHAPTER 26 and 27




Nichiren and Zen Buddhism
Fri Apr 4

NO CLASS 



The Association for Asian Studies Conference in Atlanta, GA

Mon Apr 7

Class group presentations

Wed Apr 9

Class group presentations
Fri Apr 11

Class group presentations 
Mon Apr 14

Class group presentations
Wed Apr 16

Class group presentations

FOURTH EXAM TO BE SCHEDULED FOR EXAM PERIOD FOR THIS CLASS: DATE TBA.
