REL 2011 
Mondays 6:15-9:00 pm
CP 107
RELIGION: ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION
SPRING 2008
Instructor: Ms. Sandy Avila

Office: DM 301B

Office Hours: Mondays 4:00 pm-6:00 pm AND by appointment

Email: sands221@yahoo.com
COURSE TEXTBOOKS:

Living Religions-Mary Pat Fisher

Additional course readings can be found through the FIU Library’s Course Reserves
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
This course will examine various religious traditions of the globe through the modern study of worldviews analysis. This will allow students to understand and appreciate the culture and context of each religion by using objective reasoning. The course will be challenging and therefore push students to think critically about the nature of religion in our complex world today. 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 
The course will include evaluating religions from vantage points such as practices and beliefs, sacred texts, environment, politics, science, gender and inter-religious dialogue. The class format will include lectures, films and student presentations based on the Gordon Rule requirement. All written work must be typed and double-spaced using a 1” margin all around, a 12 point font letter size and a word count listed at the top of the page. PLEASE NOTE: The instructor will take off points if the above writing assignment requirements are not adhered to. All written work will need to be submitted through the online service www.turnitin.com. Our class id is 2072373 and class name REL2011SPRING2008. The password is religion2008. Please make sure you sign on to www.turnitin.com and register under this course before the first assignment is due.
There are 3 types of writing assignments for this course which fulfill the Gordon Rule component of this class: (1) a critical research paper 8 pages long with a 1-2 page proposal, (2) a newspaper article clipping report 3-4 pages which includes a short 5 minute presentation of the article’s key ideas and how it relates to religion and worldsview analysis, and (3) 2 in class essay examinations which include essay questioning along with some matching. FYI: The instructor is available for review of ANY written assignment prior to submission via appointment or during office hours. 
COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
By the end of the semester, students should be able to:

(1) explain various definitions of “religion”

(2) understand key theories of religion based on multiple disciplines

(3) reflect more critically on their own religious and/or secular view of the world
(4) use an objective, critical eye to evaluate religious traditions and the important issues that surround them
(5) see the ways in which religions are similar yet different

COURSE POLICIES:
I.  ATTENDANCE/CLASS PARTICIPATION
It is key for students to attend class in order to be successful in this course. If a student arrives early or leaves late it is BOTH disruptive to the lecturer and students alike. To alleviate this from happening I will count ONE absence for every TWO late arrivals or early departures. In addition, since the class meeting is three hours long technically consisting of a double session, attendance will be taken at the beginning of class AS WELL as at the end of the break. If a student leaves after break THEY WILL be considered ABSENT for that day’s session.  You will be allowed one unexcused absence. Attendance is vital to class participation and will make up 10% of the course grade. 

Participating in class shows the instructor that you are prepared for the evening’s discussion. Come to class having read the material assigned and be ready to answer questions, as well as ask them. Student participation will factor into this portion of the overall course grade.
II. PLAGIARISM

Plagiarism is defined as “literally theft,” and will NOT be tolerated. Plagiarism, in forms some students may not be aware of may include:
(1) A written work that is ENTIRELY stolen from another source

(2) Using quotations from source without proper citation

(3) Paraphrasing from a source without proper citation

Students are expected to UNDERSTAND the definition of plagiarism. To view the University Code of Academic Integrity please visit http://www.fiu.edu/~oabp/misconductweb/2codeofacainteg.htm
When all else fails; ASK the instructor for help. If you are found guilty you could receive a failing grade for the course which in some cases leads to dismissal from the course and in severe cases from the university. 
III. LATE PAPERS
Late papers will be downgraded at the discretion of the instructor, typically one letter grade for each class session it is late. Thus, turning in late work is not recommended!
DESCRIPTION OF CLASS WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS:
I. CRITICAL RESEARCH PAPER:

An 8 page research paper of valid interest and relevance to the course will be due on or before April 7. The paper should include a critical evaluation and should be analytical in nature using no less than 4 textbook or journal sources, one of which can be pulled from a viable internet website. The paper is graded on the strength of your argument and research as well as your writing quality so spelling, grammar and expression of written thought will be evaluated. The paper topic must be discussed with the instructor and a paper proposal should be submitted and approved PRIOR to the paper due date. See critical research paper proposal outlined below. FYI: The instructor is available for review of ANY assignment prior to submission via appointment or during office hours. 
II. CRITICAL RESEARCH PAPER PROPOSAL

The 1-2 page proposal should include a tentative paper title (though this is flexible and may be changed before time of submission), the proposed topic, an analytical thesis statement, showing a clear idea as to which side the student is arguing and a working bibliography DUE March 10. The bibliography should include NO LESS than 4 sources and only one of those may be an internet website. The instructor will hand out a proposal worksheet prior to the proposal due date to aid the student in this process. 

III. NEWSPAPER ARTICLE REPORT AND PRESENTATION

(A) A newspaper clipping of a religious news related event happening during the course of the semester is to be printed out and attached to the 3-4 page assignment. An explanation of how the article in question deals with religion and how it either hinders or embraces the worldview analysis perspective used in the course should be considered for the written assignment. The instructor will provide a hand-out which lists the questions to be answered for this assignment in the coming weeks. 

(B) Along with the written assignment a SHORT 5 minute presentation illustrating to the class the news being reported and how the student evaluated the worldview perspective will be required. The assignment will aid students to develop public speaking skills and the ability to articulate their thoughts, enabling them to add to the classroom’s weekly discussion. This assignment will begin on Jan 28th so begin to pay attention to the news NOW. 
Newspapers are NOT limited to the South Florida area and alternative news reporting is encouraged. PLEASE NOTE: ONCE A PARTICULAR ARTICLE IS PRESENTED IT CAN NOT BE PRESENTED TWICE. To ensure you get to discuss the topic of your choice sign up for an EARLY presentation date and don’t wait until the last minute or otherwise your grade could suffer. 

IV. IN CLASS EXAMINATIONS
Two in class exams will consist of short word answer, matching and essay questions. The exams are designed to test the student’s knowledge of religious terminology, important key concepts and contemporary examples of how religion impacts our world today. Students will be tested from in class lecture and discussion material, as well as from the student newspaper presentations. 
GUIDELINES TO REMEMBER WHEN SUBMITTING WRITTEN WORK 
The following criterion is often times MISSED and can therefore lead to a lower grade. 
(1) failure to support arguments with documentation and suitable facts

(2) no paper proposal

(3) no bibliography or works cited page

(4) no documentation, cited sources or quotations from references
(5) errors in sentence structure, punctuation and documentation 

(6) misspelled words- use your spell checker!

(7) plagiarism of any kind
COURSE GRADE DISTRIBUTION:
Attendance 



10%
Exams (2 in total) 


40%

Critical Research Paper

25%

Newspaper Article Presentation
20%

Critical Research Paper Proposal
  5%

GRADING SCALE:
A
100-90

B
 89-80

C
 79-70

D
 69-60

F
 59 and lower

Note: If this course is being used to fulfill the Critical Inquiry requirement, a grade of “C” or higher must be obtained. A “C-” or lower will NOT fulfill the requirement. 
CLASS SCHEDULE: 
* (CR)- Course Reserves

Mon Jan 7

First day of class, explanation of syllabus and introductions/



In class film “Baraka”

Mon Jan 14

FISHER: CH 1 & COURSE RESERVES (CR):“Worldsview Analysis”



What is religion and what is worldviews analysis?/




(CR) for class discussion: Loy, “The Religion of the Market” 




(Drop Add Period Ends)

Mon Jan 21

NO CLASS/UNIVERSITY CLOSED FOR MLK HOLIDAY

Mon Jan 28

FISHER: CH 3 HINDUISM pgs. 69-94- Vedic Ritual and Jnana/




** Group 1 Newspaper Assignment Presentation Day ** 
Mon Feb 4

FISHER: CH 3 CON’T pgs. 94-115- Bhakti and Hindu Society/ 



In class film “330 Million Gods” 

Mon Feb 11

FISHER: CH 5 BUDDHISM pgs. 129-150- The Buddha and his sermons/ 



** Group 2 Newspaper Assignment Presentation Day **
Mon Feb 18

FISHER CH 5 CON’T pgs. 150-174- 3Turnings of the Wheel of Dharma/



(CR) for in class discussion “Zen Flesh and Zen Bones”

Mon Feb 25

FIRST EXAM /Lecture on Religious Fundamentalism
Mon Mar 3

FISHER CH 8 JUDAISM-Law and Practice/In class film “Jerusalem”






Mon Mar 10

FISHER CH 9 CHRISTIANITY pgs. 284-346- Jesus & the Early Church /



** Group 3 Newspaper Assignment Presentation Day **



CRITICAL RESEARCH PAPER PROPOSAL DUE TODAY




(March 11th Last day to drop course with a DR grade)

Mon Mar 17

SRPING BREAK 
Mon March 24

FISHER CH 9 CON’T pgs 346-361-& CH 12 pgs. 453-456



Contemporary Christian movements/In class viewing & discussion of 



HBO Series “Big Love”

Mon March 31

FISHER CH 10 ISLAM pgs. 362-370, 378-386 



Muhammad & The Five Pillars of Islam/



** Group 4 Newspaper Assignment Presentation Day **

Mon April 7

FISHER CH 10 CON’T pgs.370-378, 386-388, 399-413 




The Qur’an and Jihad/In class Qur’anic exercise



CRITICAL RESEARCH PAPER DUE TODAY

Mon April 14

FINAL EXAM 


